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"Let  it  e^er  be  remembered  that  the  rights  for  which  we  have  contended  are  the  rights  of  humanj 
^lature." — Address  of  the  Jtrst  Congress.  j 


Fellow-Citizens  of  Westchestkr. 

Whatever  local  incentives  may  be 
found  in  other  parts  of  our  country,  arising 
from  historic  association,  or  the  memory  of  the 
departed,  to  keep  aliv«  a  spirit  of  patriotism 
and  a  love  of  freedom,  no  spot  in  America  has 
more  of  such  associations  than  this,  our  native 
county  of  Westcliester.  Daring  the  first  year 
of  our  Eevolutionary  struggle — ttie  memorable 
year  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  !• — 
Seventy-Six' — the  active  operations  of  the  war 
were  confined  to  this  region,  and  the  two  hos- 
tile armies  were  constantly  on  the  alert  under 
their  resj>ective  commanders-in-chief.  The 
British,  with  a  numerous  army,  and  a  powerful 
marine,  in  possession  of  New  York — Washing- 
ton, with  an  inferior  and  badly  supplied  army, 
endeavoring  to  keep  them  in  check — and  "  the 
battle  of  White  Plains,  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber," says  the  historian,  '•  will  long  be  remem- 
bered, as  well  as  the  dismal  prospects  of  that 
year,  when  the  patriot  fathers  of  America  had 
still  the  courage  to  declare  their  own  indepen- 
tlence,  and  to  assert  the  rights  of  nature  and  of 
nations." 

Wkstohester  was  subsequently  known- — as 
those  of  you  remember,  who  have  read  "  The 
Spy,"  of  Fennimore  Cooper,  himself  a  West- 
chester man — as  "  the  Neutral  Ground^  "  and 
its  citizens  were  exposed  to  the  marauding 
bands  of  "  Cowboys  "  and  of  "  Skinners  " — their 
homes  yjlundered,  tl'.eir  fields  laid  waste-,  their 
enclosures  burnt,  their  families  outraged  and 
insulted  by  brutal  deeds,  sucli  as  are  to-day 
announced  to  us  by  telegraph  as  being  re- 
enacted  on  the  plains  of  Kansas  ;  but,  in  the 
patriotism  of  the  farmers  of  Westchester,  there 
was  no  neutrality.     It  breathed  in  the  state 


papers  of  the  First  Congress,  which  compellec 
the  admiration  of  the  British  Senate — it  tough 
and  bled  on  the  battle-field  of  White  Plains, 
and  the  other  battle-fields  of  America — and  i 
exhibited  its  incorruptibility  and  its  "back; 
bone"  in  the  three  captors  of  Major  Andre 
whose  virtue — proof  against  all  temptations- 
saved  the  country  from  the  treachery  of  Ar 
nold,  when  that  traitor's  plot  for  the  betrayai 
of  our  liberties  was  on  the  verge  of  complei 
tion. 

The  integrity  of  Paulding,  Williams,  an( 
Van  Wart  —  whose  descendants  are  ye; 
among  us — is  a  matter  of  history,  familiar  t' 
every  school-boy  from  the  Atlantic  to  th^ 
Pacific,  and  remembered  with  pride  by  ever; 
American,  wherever  the  story  is  recalled,—' 
whether  he  visit  the  familiar  spots,  or  chance 
upon  a  volume  in  which  it  is  alluded  to,  o 
treads  the  aisles  of  Westminster  Abbey,  wher 
the  remains  of  Andre  repose,  and  a  sculpture, 
monument  to  his  memory  reminds  the  Amer'. 
can  traveller,  that,  in  the  darkest  period  of  th 
Revohiiion,  his  country  was  saved  from  tree] 
chery  and  ruin  iy  the  incorruptibility  of  Wes\' 
Chester  farmers. 

You  are  not  unmindful  of  that  memorabl 
event,  or  of  the  other  Revolutionary  associsi 
tions  tliat  cluster  about  the  Hudson  on  or, 
west.  Long  Island  Sound  upon  our  south,  tl, 
Harlem  River,  the  Bronx,  the  Croton,  and  tb 
hills  and  valleys  and  streams  that  add  so  raucj 
of  beauty  to  Westchester.  They  are  memoric 
that  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  forgottei 
Year  by  year  our  National  Anniversary  reviv< 
them  in  all  their  greenness;  and  at  all  times  the' 
may  be  invoked  to  quicken  our  love  of  libert 
and  the  common  law,  if.we  cherish  the  princ' 
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plos  of  tlie  fuuiulers  of  our  Re[iiililic — or  to  I 
roproacli  us  if  we  are  unfaitliful  guardians  of' 
that  heritage  of  freedom  which  tliey  hequeatlied  J 
to  us,  that  we  might  transmit  it,  unimpaired, 
to  our  children. 

This  guardianship  of  American  principles — I 
Bay-.4»i«r/t'rt/i;)r/;ic/y</<'s,  because,  althougli  eter- 
nal in  their  origin  and  their  character,  they  are 
American  in  their  national  development,  Il//(C- 
rican  as  contra-distinguished  from  European 
theories  and  mode3  of  government — this  guar- 
dianship of  American  principles  devolves  upon  j 
us  at  every  election  of  our  rulers,  legisla- 
tive or  executive ;  but  never  was  tiie  respon- 
sibility deeper  or  mnre  solemn  than  at  this 
moment,  Avhen  a  sectional  and  aristocratic  oli- 
garchy, trampling  upon  faith,  and  encniaching 
on  our  rights,  aspires  to  rule  the  American 
people,  and  when  the  Federal  Government, 
converted  into  a  military  depotism,  is  engaged; 
in  the  language  of  its  master  spirit,  in  ••cru-ih- 
ing  out "  Freedom  from  our  youngest  terri- 
tory. 

I  have  not  hesitated  to  recall  to  you  the 
memories  of  the  past,  familiar  as  they  are  to 
all  of  us  ;  for  I  believe  we  are  entering  upon  a 
contest  involving  the  same  great  princi[)les  as 
those  for  which  our  fathers  fought  for  seven 
long  years.  "Let  it  ever  be  remembered," 
was  their  language,  '"  that  the  rights  for  which 
•we  have  contended  are  the  rights  of  human 
nature  ;"  and  changeahle  as  we  are  said  to  be 
— immersed  in  active  pursuits  as  we  undoubt- 
edly are — I  believe  there  are  comparatively 
few  among  our  countrymen — not  one,  I  trust, 
among  those  whom  I  address — who  do  not 
cherish  a  love  for  tlie  land  of  tlieir  birth — who 
do  not  remember,  with  emotion,  its  Revolu- 
tionary history — who  do  not  contemplate  with 
pride  its  progress  in  all  that  contributes  to  a 
nation's  greatness,  or  who  do  not  sometimes 
recall  and  dwell  upon  the  glorious  mission  of 
the  Republic  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
as  foreshadowed  by  her  founders.  I  tru>t  there 
are,  comparatively,  but  few,  in  our  free  States, 
at  least,  who  do  not  hope  and  pray  that  while 
in  the  Old  World  we  maywitness,  in  a  single 
generation,  the  rise  and  fall  of  dynasties  and  of 
empires,  this  Federal  Union  may  stand  till  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  proclaimed  in  our 
"  Declaration  of  Independence,"  are  practically 
acknowledged  throughout  our  own  borders, 
and  throughout  the  world. 

At  this  time,  it  will  hardly  be  contended  by 
any  cue,  that  the  Federal  Government,  whether 
we  look  to  the  scenes  recently  enacted  in  the 
Capitol,  or  to  the  outrages  now  being  perpe- 
trated in  Kansas,  is  ailvancing  in  tliat  course 
of  wisdom  and  e(pial  justice,  in  which  its  first 
raovementa  were  directed,  and  in  which  its 
founders  trusted  it  would  for  over  continue. 
Some  will  attribute  this  retrograde  course  to 
a  general  corruption  of  the  American  people. 


I  am  unwilling  so  to  regard  it.  Tlie  address 
of  the  First  Congress  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  drafted  by  a  citizen  of  Westchester, 
commenced  with  words  so  signally  a|)pro- 
priate  to  the  prt-sent  time,  that  tliey  sound 
like  a  voice  from  the  dead— the  voice  of  the 
Fathers  to  their  Sons. 

"When  a  nation,  led  to  prcatness  by  the  hand  of 
liberty,  and  possessed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroism, 
muniflcence.  and  humanity  can  bestow,  descends  to 
the  ungrateful  task  of  forC'inp  chuiiis  fur  lier  friends 
and  children,  and  insteud  of  giving  support  lo  freedom, 
tuntu  advocate  for  slavery  and  oppression,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  she  has  ceased  to  be  virtuous. 
or  has  been  extremely  negligent  in  the  appointment  of 
her  rulers." 

Let  us  not  believe,  despite  of  all  the  appa- 
rent evidence  to  the  contrary,  in  liie  present 
character  and  conduct  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  the  virtue  whicli  raised   us   from 
feeble  colonies  to  a  mighty  Republic,  clasping 
a  continent  in  its  embrace,  lias   ceased  out  of 
,  the  land.     Let  us  accept  tlie  ahernative  expla- 
nation of  the  crimes  and  inconsistencies  that 
are  at  this  moment  stariliuir  the  world,  that 
"  we  have  been  extremely  negligent  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  our  rulers."     Dwelling  peacefully 
in  free  homes — enjoying  quietly  the  reward  of 
labor — acting  generously  towards  our  neigh- 
bors of  the  South,  resting  trustfully  on  aneient 
,  compacts,  our  |)eople  have  slumbered  in  a  false 
'  security.     But   tiiere   is,  at   last,   an  uprising 
j  throughout  the  land,  that  shows  that  the  slum- 
j  her  is  broken,  and  they  tind  their  security  was 
I  a  dream, 

I      And  now  that  another  Presidential  election 
approaches,  compelling  the  nation  to  look  it.s 
I  destiny  in  the  face — an  election  that  involves 
I  aprincii)l<',  aiidau  issue,  more  momentous  than 
any  which  have  been  submitted  to  this  people 
'  since  we  became  a  nation — an  election  that  is 
to  pronounce  thesolemn  judgment  of  the  peo[ile 
on  the  coiuluct  I'f  the  Pierce  administration — 
I  an  election  that  is  to  shape,  for  weal  or  woe, 
;  for  Freedoni,  with  its  boundless  blessings,  or 
slavery  witli  its  untold  curses,  the  territories 
of  the  great  West,  and  tiie  mighty  future  of 
this  continent,  possibly  to  the  end  of  time;*'— 
we  are  so  search i ugly  to  consider,  and  so  ad- 
I  visedly  to  act,  that  the  picture  drawn  by  the 
First  Congress  of  tlie  Motlier  Country  .'^hall  no 
!  longer  be  applicable  to  ourselves;  "that,  led 
[  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  liberty,  and  pos- 
sessed  of  all   the   glory  that   heroism,  munifi- 
cence, and  humanity  can  bestow,"  our  country 
shall   no   longer  "descend  to  the  task  of  forg- 
ing chains  for  her  friends  and  children  ;"  that 
from  giving  support  to  freedom  she  shall  no 
I  longer  turn  advocate  for  slavery  and  oppres- 
I  sion.     We  are  so  to  act,  and  so  to  vote,  that 
I  neither  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  the  farther 
West,  nor  the  future  historian,  may  have  occa- 
sion to  declare,  that  we  had  either  ceased   to 


be  Virtuous,  or  had  been  extremely  negligent 
in  the  appointment  of  our  rulers. 

But  gentlemen,  admissible  its  the  plea  of 
negligence  may  be  for  tlie  past,  it  will  not 
avail  you  for  the  future.  If  you  endorse  the 
conduct  of  the  Pierce  administration,  as  the 
Democratic  party  at  Cincinnati  have  endorsed 
it — or  if,  by  the  adoption  of  any  side  issue, 
you  permit  that  policy  to  continue,  then  the 
crime  of  the  administration  will  become  your 
own,  and  its  future  consequences  will  rest 
upon  your  heads. 

From  this  responsibility  no  citizen  can 
exempt  himself.  By  the  Oonslitution  of  our 
country,  every  voter  is  one  of  its  sovereigns — 
and  is  charged  with  the  sacred  dtity  of  exercising 
his  right  of  suftrage.  A  single  vote,  a  few 
years  since,  elected  a  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts. Frequently,  a  single  vote  in  Congress 
has  had  an  important  bearing  upon  the  poli- 
tics of  tlie  country;  and,  at  a  moment  like 
this,  when  the  destiny  of  our  country— the 
character  of  the  Great  West — our  domestic 
policy  among  ourselves — our  foreign  policy 
towards  other  nations,  all  depend  upon  the 
coming  election,  it  is  the  dury  of  every  man, 
■whatever  his  party  ties,  whatever  his  personal 
preferences,  to  examine  for  himself  carefully, 
truthfully,  and  impartially,  the  real  issues  in- 
volved in  the  contest — the  conduct  of  the 
Pierce  administration — the  platform  of  the 
rival  parties,  and  the  claims  to  confidence  of 
the  rival  candidates. 

I  propose,  now,  not  to  institute  the  tho- 
rough searching  examination  which  I  ask  you 
to  make — for,  to  do  tliis,  time  would  fail  us — 
but  I  propose  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
great  facts  of  the  case,  and  then  to  glance  at 
the  platforms  and  the  candidates  that  are  of- 
fered for  your  support;  and  wliile  I  confess 
an  interest  in  this  great  subject,  that  dates 
from  my  boyhood,  and  has  strengthened  wnth 
my  strength,  [  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, to  let  my  remarks  be  calm,  careful,  truth- 
ful and  impartial. 


PEESENT  ASPECT  OF  THE  SLAVEET  QUESTION. 

The  Slavery  Question,  as  now  presented  to 
us  by  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pierce,  and 
the  platform  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  however  it 
may  hitherto  have  been  regarded,  is  certainly 
not,  at  this  moment,  a  remote  theoretical  ab- 
straction, but  a  stern  present  practical  reality. 

Great  as  are  the  wrongs  which  slavery 
inflicts  upon  the  blacks,  it  is  not  these  wrongs 
that  have  aroused  the  country.  Fearful  as 
may  be  the  consequence  both  to  the  soil  and 
the  people  of  the  South,  of  that  domestic 
system,  which  Jefferson  declares  to  be  an 
"unremitting  despotism  on  the  one  part,"  and 
"degrading  submission  on  the  other,"  it  is  not 
with  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  States^  that  the 


nation  has  now  to  do.  What  the  Republica*:! 
party  propose,  is  not  interference  with  th,| 
constitutional  rights  of  the  slave-holders,  but 
resistance  to  their  aggression  upon  our  rights] 
and  such  a  reform  in  the  administration  c, 
tlie  Federal  government,  that  whatever  polic;. 
the  slave-masters  may  think  proper  to  purgu- 
on  their  own  plantations,  and  within  their  ow!; 
State  limits,  they  siiall  no  longer  monopoliz; 
the  control  of  the  nation — no  longer  use  th- 
Federal  government  to  extend  and  suppor, 
their  sectional  interests — no  longer  interfer*j 
as  they  are  now  interfering  with  the  rights  o^ 
free  laborers,  and  with  tlie  peace,  prosperity 
and  fair  fame  of  the  Eepublic.  j 

\ 

THE  EEPEAL  OF  THE  MISSOUEI  COMPEOMISE.    : 

It  is  admitted  by  all — for  the  fact  is  to<i 
plain  fur  denial,  that  the  quiet  pervading  th<; 
country  when  Mr.  Pierce  was  inaugurated! 
and  wJiich  he  called  Heaven  to  witness  shoulti 
not  be  disturbed  by  him,  was  interrupted,  not  b}' 
any  efforts  of  the  Abolitionists,  but  by  the  repea- 
of  the  Missouri  Conqiromise.  That  repeal  wa. 
THE  HEAD  AND  FPvONT  of  all  the  cfimes  agains' 
Kansas  and  against  freedom,  wliicli  liave  sinc(i 
aroused  the  people  of  the  Fi-ee  States  to  suclj 
intense  and  absorbing  indignation;  and  at 
such,  you  will  allow  me,  I  trust,  to  recall  t(, 
you  the  prominent  features  of  that  compact 
now  violated  and  broken.  ' 

In  1802,  the  Louisiana  Territory,  embracing' 
an  area  of  899,579  square  miles — larger  thai 
all  the  then  existing  States,  including  thf 
State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territories  of  Kan-i 
sas  and  Nebraska,  was  purchased  from  Francei 
In  1820,  Missouri  having  applied  for  admis. 
sion  as  a  State,  with  a  Constitution  sanction-, 
ing  slavery,  and  having  been  refused  admissioc; 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  that 
account,  was  admitted  on  the  20th  of  March 
of  that  year,  by  tlie  adoption  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise.  That  Compromise  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Slave  States  to  the  Free  States^ 
They  said  to  the  Free  States,  Admit  Missouri, 
with  slavery,  and  we  will  agree  that  slavery] 
shall  never  go  into  the  remainder  of  the  Ter- 
ritory North  of  36°  30'.  The  Free  Statei 
Representatives  yielded,  and  the  compact  waBJ 
embodied  in  the  Act  preparatory  to  admitting' 
Missouri,  in  these  won'e:  ] 

"  Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  all  that  Ter-'i 
ritory  ceded  bi/  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the, 
name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  North  of  36°  30'  of 
North  latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits  of  the! 
State  contemplated  by  this  Act,  Slavery  and  invol-t 
untary  servitude,  otherwise  than  as  the  pumshment; 
of  crime,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  tossver  PBOHraiTBD."' 

It  has  been  said  that  this  was  simply  an' 
agreement  made  by  one  Congress,  which  anyij 
subsequent  Congress  had  the  right  to  repeal. 
Such  was  not  the  view  taken  of  it  by  the' 


I  Southern  statesmen,  who  urged  its  adoption 
ou  the  Nortli.  They  declared  it  to  be,  in 
the  hint;u!ige  of  Mr.  Louis  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, "A  compact  wiiicli  shall  be  binding 
upon  all  purties  and  all  subseijnent  Legisla- 
tures— which  cannot  be  ciiangeii,  and  will  not 
fluctuate  witii  the  diversity  ut"  feeling  and  of 
sentiment  to  which  this  enniire  in  itit  march 

;      must  be  destined."' 

The  character  of  the  com[tromise  as  an 
honorable  and  irrepealable  co/npact,  as  bind- 
ing U[ion  the  sons  as  upon  the  fathers,  was 
recognized  by  tlie  Si>uthern  press. 

''It  is  true,"  said  "Niles'  Register,"  pub- 
lished at  Baltimore,  "it  is  true  ihe  compro- 
mise is  supported  only  by  the  letter  of  the 
law,  repealable  by  the  authi)rity  which  enacted 
it;  but  tiie  circumstances  of  the  case  give  this 
law  a  moral  force  equal  to  that  of  a  positice 
protision  of  the  Constitution ;  and  we  do  not 

'  hazard  anything  in  saying  that  the  Comtitu- 
tion  exists  in  its  olservance.^'' 

You  probably  know  that  it  has  been  said 
by  the  facile  demagogues  of  the  day,  that  the 
compromise  was  unconstitutional,  tliat  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Territories,  and  that  every  man  who  contends 
for  such  a  power,  is  a  traitor  to  the  country. 

I  shall  not  respond  at  length  to  this  arrogant 
assumption.  It  has  been  most  ably  disposed 
of  by  our  own  Senator  Sewakd,  foremost 
among  the  statesmen  of  our  land;  by  Chabk, 
whose  clear  tones  aroused  the  country  to  its 
danger,  and  who  has  animated  with  his  brave 
spirit  the  great  State  over  which  he  presides; 
and  by  Charles  Sumner,  at  whose  name  your 
pulses  quicken,  and  around  whose  coucli  cluster 
the  sympatliies  of  the  Christian  world,  listening 
to  a  silence  more  eloqueui-  than  siieech.  Whe- 
ther he  shall  rise  from  that  couch,  which  may 
God  soon  grant,  to  resume  the  vacant  chair 
that  is  now  teaching  the  Senate  and  the  na- 
tion so  profound  a  lesson,  or  whether  he  shall 
descend  to  the  grave  in  his  early  manhood,  he 
will  live  on  the  page  of  history,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen — among  those  who, 
in  the  language  of  Burke,  are  the  guide-posts 
and  land-marks  of  a  State. 

I  need  not  repeat  tlie  elaborate  exposures  by 
these  Statesmen  of  the  fallacy  of  "popular 
sovereignty"  in  the  Territories,  as  opposed  to 
Congressional  legislation,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery ;  but  lot  me  remind  yon  that  tlie  very 
first  Congress  under  the  Constitution,  in  the 
year  1789,  recognized  and  affirmed  this  doc- 
trine, embodied  by  Jetferaon  in  the  great 
western  ordinance  of  1787,  which  forever  ex- 
cluded slavery  from  the  Territory  that  now 
embraces  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Remem- 
ber that  this  doctrine  was  then  sanctioned  and 
approved  by  Washington  ;  that  in  1800  it  was 
approved  by  John  Adams,  in  the  Territoral 
Act  for  Indiana ;  in  1805,  and  again  in  1804  by 


Thomas  Jefferson,  in  the  act  for  Michigan  and 
Illinois.  In  1834:  by  Andrew  Jackson,  with 
reference  to  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.  In  183G  and 
1838  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  in  reference  to  the 
same  Territories.  In  1848  by  James  K.  Polk, 
as  regards  the  whulo  of  Oregon,  and  in  March, 
1858,  by  Millard  Fillmore,  in  reference  to  the 
Territory  of  Washin^rton.  In  ail  oi  these  acts 
slavery  was  expressly  prohibited  by  Con- 
gress. 

The  right  of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
the  Territories  is  as  well  settled  as  any  doctrine 
can  be  by  the  contemporaneous  authority  of 
the  fran)ers  of  tlio  Constitution  ;  by  its  unques- 
tioned and  practical  recognition  by  successive 
Congresses  for  nearly  70  years,  and  by  the 
uniform  unbroken  ac<iuiescence  of  the  Ameri- 
can peojile.  Wiiose  are  the  dicta  that  are  to 
outweigii  the  recorded  judgment  and  will  of 
the  nation,  of  its  Legislatures  and  its  Presidents, 
from  Washington  to  Fillmore  ? 

The  Missouri  Compromise,  when  adopted, 
was  hailed  by  the  South  as  "a  great  triumph," 
in  the  language  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  at  the  North  was  accepted  as  a  de- 
feat, and  most  of  the  Free  State  men  who 
voted  for  it,  were  repudiated  by  their  consti- 
tuents and  retired  to  private  life.  The  com- 
pact, however,  was  regarded  as  an  eternal  land- 
mark, never  to  be  removed,  and  none  dreamed 
of  questioning,  in  regard  to  its  observance,  the 
good  faith  of  the  Southern  people. 

If  ever  men  were  bound  in  honor  to  abide 
by  a  bargain,  the  people  of  the  Slave  States 
were  bound  religiously  by  that  compact.  We 
had  yielded  to  them  an  organized  State,  ad- 
ding on  the  instant  to  their  political  strength  ; 
taking  in  return  only  a  future  and  distant 
right  to  an  unsettled  Indian  Territory,  that 
was  likely  to  remain  unsettled  for,  at  least, 
another  generation. 

Years  rolled  on  ;  the  generation  of  that  day 
pass  from  the  stage  ;  their  successors  repeated- 
ly approve  the  prinoii)le  of  the  compromise 
made  in  the  division  of  the  Louisiana  Terri- 
tory. They  establish  the  line  of  3G-^  30'  aa 
the  limit  to  slavery  in  New  Mexico,  They 
even  propose  to  us  to  make  a  similar  bargain 
in  reference  to  the  Territory  ceded  by  Mexico, 
and  to  e.Ktend  the  line  to  the  Pacific,  and  hav- 
ing thus  estopped  themselves  from  ever  ques- 
tioning its  constitutionality,  or  binding  force, 
these  very  men,  when  tiie  time  comes  for  us 
to  occupy  our  share  of  the  Louisiana  Territory, 
consecrated  to  freedom,  repudiate  the  bargain; 
violate  their  compact,  break  their  faith,  and 
open  wide  the  doors  to  slavery. 

For  that  deed  of  infamy,  history  has  no  pre- 
cedent, and  language  no  fitting  name. 

Of  the  probability  of  accomplishing  so  im- 
mense a  fraud,  the  chief  perpetrators  themselves 
entertained,  at  one  time,  the  greatest  doubts. 
The  very  author  of  the  bill  declared  the  hand 


"rutliless"  that  should  utterapt  to  distarb  the 
Missouri  Compromise.  Even  Atcliison,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  and  the  arch  leader  in 
the  scheme  of  perfidy,  declared  but  the  session 
before,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  t'lat  much 
as  be  regretted  the  ordinance  of  1787  and  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  "they  are  both  irremedi- 
able. Tliere  is  no  remedy  for  them.  We 
must  submit  to  them.  I  am  prepared  to  do  it. 
It  is  evident  that  the  Missouri  Compromise 
cannot  be  repealed.  *  *  I  have  no  liope 
that  the  restriction  will  ever  be  repealed." 

The  attempt,  however,  was  resolved  to  be 
made,  and  the  instrument  of  the  slave  power, 
selected  for  the  purpose,  was  Stephen  Arnold 
Douglas,  a  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  it  was 
then  pretended  that  the  Freemen  of  the  North 
volunteered  by  tliis  Free  State  Senator,  to 
surrender  their  rights  to  tliis  mighty  Territory, 
and  that  the  South  w^ere  guiltless  of  violating 
their  compact  in  accepting  such  voluntary 
surrender. 

As  reasonable  would  it  have  been  for  the 
British  spy  to  have  claimed  that  the  Ameri- 
can Colonist  had  commissioned  Benedict  Ar- 
nold to  surrender  West  Point  to  Hessian  troops, 
as  for  tiie  slave  masters  to  pretend  that  tlie 
freemen  of  the  North  had  commissioned  Ar- 
nold Douglas,  or  any  other  Arnolds,  either 
in  the  Senate  or  the  House,  to  surrender  to 
slave  labor  and  slave  policy  that  noble  Terri- 
tory, the  "  West  Point"  of  our  Northern  and 
Eastern  States,  and  yet  destined  to  stand,  as 
I  firmly  believe,  in  despite  of  treaclierj^  and 
of  traitors,  the  strong  hold  and  citadel  of 
American  freedom. 

Tlie  idle  pretence  was  disposed  almost  as 
soon  as  it  was  uttered.  The  Free  States  at 
first  utterly  incredulous,  unable  to  believe  in 
the  possibility  of  such  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
their  Southern  brethren,  were  soon  convinced 
that  the  treacliery  was  real,  and  tliere  arose 
from  every  Free  State,  from  cities,  towns  and 
villages,  from  mass  meetings  and  the  public 
press,  from  the  stump  and  from  the  pulpit,  one 
indignant  shout  of  reprobation,  and  of  warn- 
ing. But  the  slave  power,  conscious  of  its 
waning  political  and  essential  strength,  and 
dreading  tlie  sight  of  Free  States  prosperous 
and  happy  on  the  plains  of  Kansas,  hazarded 
all  upon  this  die.  The  hesitating  confederates 
of  Arnold  Douglas,  startled  by  ilie  bursts  of 
thunder  that  reverberated  through  the  North- 
ren  skies,  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  masters 
accustomed  to  wield  the  lash  and  enforce 
obedience.  Backed  by  a  ])liant  executive, 
whose  inaugural  promises  were  as  chaff  scat- 
tered by  the  wind,  the  rules  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  violated;  tlie  proper 
business  of  the  nation  was  suspended,  and  at 
midnight,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1854,  the  deed 
was  done,  and  the  fact  recorded  on  the  page 
of  History,  never  to  be  forgotten,  never  to  be 


I  effaced,  that  while  there  may  be  fixith  among 
savages,  and  honor  among  thieves,  the  slave 
masters  of  America,  tlieir  tools,  aiders,  and 
abettors,  know  not  honor  and  keep  not  faith. 

That  day  changed  the  relation  in  which 
the  freemen  of  the  North  and  the  slave- 
holders of  the  South  had  before  stood  to  each 
other.  For  fixith,  the  great  ligament  of  society, 
had  been  broken  and  confidence  was  at  an 
end.  Freedom  had  liefore  been  yielding  to 
and  confiding,  ever  more  generous  to  the 
South  than  just  to  herself;  ready  to  give  and 
take,  and  ever  giving  more  than  she  received, 
but  never  expecting  to  be  swindled  out  of  the 
whole.  The  settlement  of  disputes  by  com- 
promise bad  frequently  been  resorted  to,  and 
had  been  regarded  with  favor  ;  but  now  that 
a  time-honored  and  solemn  compact  had  been 
ruthlessly  violated,  and  the  too  credulous  North 
had  been  cheated  out  of  her  allotted  portion, 
the  sentiment  of  the  Free  States,  applauded  to 
the  echo  in  public  assemblies,  has  been  and  will 
contiime  to  be  '"  no  more  comjn'oviises  with 
slavery.'''' 

The  repudiation  of  good  faith  by  the  slave 
power  has  been  followed  by  the  consequences 
that  might  in  part  have  been  expected  by  those 
who  remembered  the  olden  maxim,  "false  in 
one  thing,  false  in  all,"  or  that  other  maxim 
whisli  teaches  us  that  "where  law  ends,  tyran- 
ny begins." 

TREATMENT   OF   KANSAS. 

Tlie  treatment  of  Kansas  from  that  day  by 
the  Pierce  Administration,  surpasses,  in  au- 
dacity and  in  crime,  anything  heretofore  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  America,  and  were 
not  the  facts  proven  by  the  sworn  testimony 
of  a  host  of  witnesses,  and  recorded  by  a 
Congressional  Oonxmittee  of  the  House  of  Ee- 
presentatives,  in  a  vtdume,  swelled  to  nearly 
1.200  pages,  they  would  hardly  be  credited. 
Austria  and  Russia  will  afford  no  grosser  in- 
stances of  fraud  and  despotism ;  the  Middle 
Ages  may  be  ransacked  in  vain  for  more  lawless 
outrages  by  a  more  insolent  banditti. 

Let  me  briefly  remind  you  of  dates  and  facts. 
The  doctrine  of  "Popular  Sovereignty,"  or,  as  1 
Gen.  Cass  calls  it,  "Squatter  Sovereignty,"; 
was  tlie  "  artful  dodge "  resorted  to  by  the  ■ 
compact-breakers  to  justify  the  repeal  ot  the 
Missouri  Compromise.  This  novel  doctrine,  \ 
whicli  has  been  j^racticnlly  repudiated,  as  you  i 
have  seen,  by  the  government  and  the  people  ; 
of  the  Republic,  from  the  day  when  we  be-  I 
came  a  nation,  denies  the  right  of  Onngress  to! 
exclude  slavery  from  a  territory,  on  ttie  ground  \ 
that  tiie  first  "squatters"  on  the  soil,  have  an  I 
inherent  and  sovereign  right  to  shape  their  j 
own  institutions,  without  interference  on  tlie  i 
part  of  any  other  persons  whatsoever:  not  even  - 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  \ 
guardiansliip  tlie  Territories  are"  placed  by  theii 


!onstitution,  and  wlio  by  tliat  instrument  are 
mpowerod  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
itions  for  tlu-ir  government.  Tlie  Kansas- 
jfobrask:!  act,  a-^  finally  pa-;sed,  after  several 
-Iterations  in  its  phraseolojry,  c.illed  forth  by 
le  proarre-is  of  tlie  j>lot,  contained  a  clause 
eclaring  the  object  of  rhe  bill  to  be  "  to  leave 
le  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and 
Jgulate  their  own  domestic  institutions  in 
leir  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Ci«nsti- 
Jtion."  S'Uthern  senators,  who  repudiated 
squatter  sovereitrrity,"  voted  for  this  clause, 
eclaring  that  t!ie  Constitution  itself  allowed 
lavehoMors  to  cMrry  their  slaves  into  the  ter- 
Itories,  and  hold  them  there  independently  of 
;>e  will  of  the  people  of  tiie  territories;  thus 
ttemptin^  to  make  slavery  national,  insteail 
f  sectional ;  to  make  slavery  the  rule,  and  free- 
'om  the  exception,  and  ignoring  the  ancient 
rinciple  of  law.  that  slavery,  bein>r  in  viola- 
ion  of  natural  riglit,  can  only  exist  by  viitue 
f  positive  local  statutes. 

But,  apart  froTn  the  sophisms  and  assump- 
ions  of  these  slavery  cxtensionists,  the  popn- 
ir  sovereitrnty  clause  in  the  bill  was  a  pledge 
iven  by  Congress  to  the  people,  that  the  peo- 
le,  whether  from  the  North  or  the  South, 
rho  might  seek  homes  in  Kansas,  should  be 
?ft  "perfectly  free"  to  regulate  their  own  in- 
titutions  in  their  own  way.  Gentlemen,  the 
'ederal  Government,  adding  perjiu'y  to  trea- 
hery,  have  violated  uUo  this  pledge. 
Tiie  Kansa-i-Nebraska  Bill  was  passed  the 
0th  May,  18D4,  and  on  the  29th  November, 
854,  the  young  territory  was  to  elect  a  dele- 
ate  to  represent  it  in  Congress.  The  adniin- 
itration  were  forewarned  that  attempts  would 
e  made  by  parties  from  Missouri  to  violate 
he  purity  of  the  franchise,  and  to  defraud  the 
eople  of  a  fair  election. 
A  year  before,  in  the  autumn  of  1853,  Mr. 
■enator  Atchison  had  madeaspeecli  at  a  meet- 
ag  in  Western  Mis-ouri.  the  pi'occedings  of 
rhich  were  piiblicly  rejinned,  and  one  of  tbe 
esolutions  declared  '*  th.it  if  the  territory  (Kan- 
as)  be  opened  to  settlement,  we  jtledge  our- 
elves  to  c<i-operate  to  extend  the  in.-titiitions 
■f  Missouri  over  the  territory,  at  whatever  cost 
f  blood  and  treasure'" — and  similar  rcsolu- 
ions  had  been  p.asi-ed  by  '"a  blue  lodge"  in 
lissonri,  tlie  proceeding-*  of  which  are  before 
he,  published  on  the  10th  Jui;e.  1854,  at  .vliidi 
Ime  it  may  be  well  to  remember,  not  a  single 
migrant  from  a  New  England  Aid  Society  had 
htered  Kansas. 

,  Did  the  a'lmini-tration,  thus  forewarned, 
ake  mea-in-es  to  protect  the  sacredness  of  the 
allot-box,  and  lo  preserve  intact  the  "  popu- 
ir  sovereignty"  of  Kansas?  Tliey  took  no 
Qch  steps;  and,  when  the  election  came,  in- 
aders  from  .Mis-ionri,  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
lon,  with  bowie-knive«,  revolver.*,  and  two 
leld-piece.a,  in  an  organized  body,  with  trains 


of  wagons,  horsemen,  munition,  tents,  and  pro- 
visions, as  though  marching  upon  a  foreign 
foe,  surrounded  the  jxdls,  and,  with  drums 
beating  and  banners  Hying,  they  drove  off 
many  legal  voters,  and  slutted  the  ballot-boxes 
with  illegal  votes.  Of  2,871  votes  cast,  tlie 
Congressional  Committee  report  that  1,142 
were  fraudulent ;  and.  on  their  evidence,  AA'hit- 
field,  who  claimed  to  have  been  then  appointed 
a  delegate  to  Congress,  was  refused  his  seat  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  the  30th  March.  1855,  the  people  of 
Kansas  were  to  elect  a  Territorial  Legislature. 
A  >imilar  iiwasion  took  |)lace,  without  the 
sliirhtest  opposition  from  the  Pierce  adminis- 
tration, and  of  0,320  votes,  4,908  were  found 
by  tlie  Congressional  Committee  to  have  been 
illegal ;  leaving  only  1,412  legal  votes ;  less  than 
one  third  of  the  whole  number.  Such  was  the 
eleciion  of  that  counterfeit  Legislature  which 
re-enacted,  in  a  body,  a  great  part  of  the  ^lis- 
souri  code,  simply  substituting  the  word  "Ter- 
ritory "  for  "State,"  with  enactments  fur  the 
establishment,  advancement,  and  support  of 
slavery;  so  ntterly  unconstitutional  and  bar- 
barous, th'it  even  Southern  senators  could  not 
forbear  to  pronounce  them  infamous. 

By  this  bloody  code,  any  person  assisting  a 
slave  to  escape,  in  obedience  to  the  golden  rule, 
may  be  punished  by  de:ith,  or  ten  years'  im- 
prisonment. Any  person  expressing  the  opin- 
ion that  persons  have  no  right  to  hold  slaves 
in  the  territory,  or  bringing  into  the  territory 
any  bnok,  pamphlet,  or  newspaper  that  main- 
tains such  an  opinion,  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  felony,  punishable  with  two  years  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labnr. 

To  secure  conviction  under  these  acts,  un- 
constitutional tests  are  introduced,  and  no  per- 
son who  is  conscientiously  opposed  to  holding 
^laves,  or  who  does  not  admit  the  right  to  hold 
slaves  in  the  territory,  is  allowed  to  sit  as  juror 
on  the  trial  of  any  prosecution  under  the 
act. 

Novel  test-oaths  are  prescribed  for  civil  offi- 
cers and  attorneys,  compelling  them  to  swear 
to  support  and  sustain  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act, 
which  the  ablest  jurists  in  the  country  reject, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin  has  ad- 
judged unconstitutional  and  void.  For  th« 
])unishment  of  felons,  it  is  provided  that  con- 
victs may  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  otber 
persons  than  the  keepers  of  the  prisnns,  with 
chain  and  ball  attached  to  their  ankles,  and  so 
kept  at  hard  labor — a  convenient  mode  of 
enabling  the  pro-slavery  gentry  of  Kansas  to 
retain  in  slavery,  s:de-by-side  with  their  ne- 
groes, the  free-spoken  emigrants  from  the  Free 
Slates  who,  in  defiance  of  the  enactments  of 
this  sham  Legislature,  shall  dare  to  utter  the 
sentiments  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  or 
carry  with  them  to  their  new  homes  in  the 
wilderness,  the  writings  of  American  st:itesmen, 


from  the  times  of  Hamilton  and  Henry  to 
those  of  "Webster  and  Clay. 

Those  laws,  gentlemen,  unsanctioned  by 
reason,  and  baseless  in  anthority,  the  Free- 
State  men  of  Kansas,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of 
our  Revolutionary  fathers,  stead fistly  refused 
ti)  recognize  or  obey,  althongh  backed  by  Mr. 
Pierce  and  the  array,  and  by  all  the  ruffians  in 
Missouri. 

At  length  the  people  of  Kan'^as,  awakened 
from  the  delusion  that  they  might  expect  jus- 
tice or  protection  from  the  Fedt-ral  Gnvern- 
ment,  and  forced  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
frauds  and  outrages  of  which  they  were  the 
victims  were  complacentl}'  regnrd'ed — if,  in- 
deed, they  were  not  secretly  instigated — by 
the  Cabinet  at  Washington,  assembled  in  their 
sovereignty,  at  Topeka,  and  framed  a  State 
Constitution. 

That  Constitution  your  House  of  Represen- 
tatives— -the  po])uIar  branch  of  Congress,  rep- 
resenting immediately  the  people  of  the  United 
States — recognized  as  embodying  the  will  of 
tiie  people  of  Kansas,  legitimately  and  consti- 
tutionally expressed.  Under  that  Constitution 
a  State  Legislature  was  elected  ;  and  when  that 
Legislature  assendjled,  to  ccmsider  the  affairs 
(if  their  unbapjjy  Territory,  their  deliberations 
were  interrupted  by  an  armed  force,  by  order 
of  Mr.  Pierce,  acting  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  They  were 
interrupted  by  Col.  Sumner,  at  the  head  of  a 
detachment  of  feJeral  troops,  and  ordered  to 
disperse.  That  single  act,  did  it  stand  alone, 
unsurrounded  as  it  is  by  a  host  of  crimes, 
were  enough  of  itself  to  arouse  the  coimtry. 
There  was  a  coup  d'^etat  worthy  of  Cromwell 
or  Louis  Napoleon.  We  need  not  go  to  Paris 
or  Vienna  to  study  the  feats  of  a  military 
despotism  :  Mr.  Pierce  sits  in  the  White  House, 
attended  by  his  Secretary  of  War — Mr.  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  a  Southern  disunionist — the  Consti- 
tution, desc  ibed  by  a  Southern  statesman  as 
"•that  blurred  and  tattered  parchment,"  is 
trampled  under  their  feet ;  theim[)erial  motto, 
which  is  also  that  of  the  plantation.  Sic  rolo^ 
siejnbeo  (my  will — that  is  law),  sujiersedes  tlie 
limitations  of  constituional  ])Ower,  and  the 
President  gives  the  order  to  his  Secretary  that 
a  legitimate  legislative  assembly  of  the  people 
of  Kansas — tiiat  people  for  whose  popular 
sovereignty  he  had  professed  to  be  so  solicit- 
ons— should  be  dispersed,  if  necessary,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet ! 

Is  that  the  object,  my  fellow-countrymen, 
for  which  we  maintain  a  standing  army,  and 
place  it  at  tlie  control  of  the  Executive!  Was 
it  to  estal'lisli  this  central  and  despotic  oli- 
garchy, that  treats  the  freemen  of  a  Territory 
like  slaves — deluding  them  with  pledges  but 
to  weaken  and  betray,  and  substiuiting  the 
bayonet  for  the  lash!  Was  it,  I  ask  you,  to 
establish  this  central  oligarchy  tliatour  fathers 


fought  the  battles  of  the  Revolution,  and  orj 
dained  the  Constitution  of  these  United  States; 
Recall,  I  pray  you,  the  memories  that  cluste'' 
around  our  valleys,  and  respond  to  tlie  qucsj 
ti(m,  with  your  ballot,  on  the  fourth  of  No:^ 
vember.  ', 

The  history  of  Kansas  from  that  day  to  thiii 
has  been  a  dreary  record  of  outrage,  crime' 
and  murder.  The  Report  of  tlie  Congressional 
committee  gives  a  fearful  picture  of  what  oc' 
curred  during  the  brief  period  of  their  stay, 
and  of  the  bombarding  and  burning  to  thi' 
ground  of  houses — the  property  of  privat: 
individuals — the  destruction  of  printing-presse! 
and  materials;  the  sacking,  pillaging,  and  rob5 
bery  of  houses,  stores,  trunks,  even  to  th; 
clothing  of  women  and  children.  "All  th? 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  they  remark,  "securing  person  antj 
property,  are  utterly  disregarded.  The  offi; 
cers  of  the  law  instead  of  protecting  tlie  ped 
pie,  were,  in  some  instances,  engaged  in  tliesS 
outrages,  and  in  no  instance  did  we  learn  tha] 
any  man  was  arrested  for  any  of  these  crime^ 
While  such  offences  were  committed  with  imj 
punity,  the  laws  were  used  for  indicting  mer, 
for  holding  elections  preliminary  to  framing  i 
constitution  and  apiilying  for  admission  to  th« 
Union  as  the  State  (^f  Kansas.  Charges  o- 
high  treason  w^ere  made  against  promineni 
citizens  upon  grounds  wliich  seem  to  youi; 
committee  idle  and  ridiculous;  and,  under 
these  charges,  they  are  now  held  in  custody, 
and  are  refused  the  privilege  of  bail." 

Recently,  a  slight  concession  was  made  by  the 
new  governor.  Gov.  Geary,  in  admitting  to  bai^ 
those  gentlemen  who  had  been  indicted  foii 
treason  at  the  instigation  of  Judge  Lecomptei 
who  occu[iics  the  same  relation  to  Mr.  Pierce, 
that  Judge  Jeffries  did  to  James  IL,  and  whd 
delivered  a  charge  on  the  law  of  treason  every 
way  Worthy  of  his  prototype  ;  but  the  "pacifi- 
cation of  Kansas"  by  Gov.  Gear}',  which  some 
new-;papers  would  have  you  believe  has  re- 
moved  all  its  evils  and  left  no  subject  for  com- 
plaint, amounts  to  naught. 

Bad  laws  are  the  worst  of  tyranny — and  the 
bad  laws  of  a  bad  legislature  remain ;  andj 
Gov.  Geary,  backed  by  Mr.  Piei-ce  and  tlie 
army,  declares  that  he  is  there  to  compel  thd 
people  to  obey  them.  i 

This  were  enough — but  it  is  not  all.  Chief-' 
Ju  tice  Lecompte  is  left,  ready  to  charge  proi 
slavery  juries,  and  to  hang  for  treason  oij 
felony  the  Free-State  leaders.  The  marshaj 
and  other  officers — :who  have  been,  as  the 
Congressional  Committee  advise  you,  the  abeti 
tors  of  border-ruffianism,  the  instigators  and 
perpetrators  of  lawless  outrages — are  all  left,  fi 
standing  insult  to  the  people,  as  continuing  to 
wield  the  sham  authority  of  a  counterfeit  leg- 
islature. The  Missouri  border  is  closed  to  tlig 
Free-Siate  men  for  ingress  or  egress,  and  Kani 
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9'is,  in  a  word,  is  a  conquereil  tenitor).  Tl.o 
Federal  GoVfrmnent,  with  the  l>urdL^-^uffiall^ 
at  its  call,  and  the  army  at  its  buik,  have  van- 
quislied  its  people — li:ive  extiiiijiiishcd  their 
sovereitjnty,  dispeiaed  tlieir  legislature,  im- 
prisoned their  leaders,  and  now  "grinds  them 
in  the  dust  witli  iho  iron  hoof  of  a  military 
despotism  ! 

This  is  the  oidy  pacification  of  Kansas  whioli 
has  been  or  will"  be  made  by  the  slave  power 
that  now  governs  tiie  country. 

•'  It  is  silly  to  suppose,"  says  the  "S(inatter 
Sovereign" — a  paper  supported  by  government 
advertisintr,  and  bearing  the  banner  of  '•  Bu- 
clianan  and  Breckinridge" — "it  is  silly  to  >up- 
])ose  for  an  instant  that  there  can  be  peace  in 
Kansas  as  long  as  one  enemy  of  the  South 
lives  upon  her  soil,  or  one  single  specimen  of 
an  aboli:ionist  treads  in  the  sunlight  of  Kan- 
sas Territory." 

This  is  the  Pacification  of  Governor  Geary. 
Order  reigns  in  Kansas,  as  once  in  Warsaw. 
They  would  make  a  solitude,  and  call  it 
peace. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  Kansas  question  as 
it  is  LOW  preseutetl  for  your  solution.  That 
brave  and  long-sutfering  people,  whose  devo- 
tion to  the  Federal  Union  has  continued  un- 
shaken, even  when  tlie  bayonets  of  its  soldiery 
dispersed  their  legislature  or  carried  away 
captive  their  chosen  leaders,  await  your  de- 
cision. They  have  appealed  from  Franklin 
Pierce  to  the  American  people.  They  appeal 
from  the  Executive  servant  whose  bri.  f  autho- 
rity is  ex[>iring,  to  you  his  nuister  .  They 
appeal  to  you,^the  permanent  sovereigns  of 
this  land  ;  and'  if  the  American  people,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  approve  and  confirm 
the  conduct  of  the  jiresent  Administration  in 
crushing  out  their  liberties,  and  forcing  upon 
them,  by  fraud  and  violence,  the  curse  of 
slavery,  then  I  believe  they  will  appeal  to 
their  own  strength  and  to  the  God  of  right,  to 
resist  the  bloody  enactments  of  their  mock 
legislature,  though  backeii  by  a  perjured  Ex- 
ecutive and  willing  officers — by  convenient 
judges  and  packed  juries,  and  all  the  solemn 
mockery  of  pro-slavery  law.  I  believe  they 
will  defend  their  rights  and  their  homes  as 
their  fathers  before  them,  and  fight  as  their 
fathers  fouglit  for  tlie  principles  of  tlio  Dechi- 
ratlon  of  Independence  and  the  everlasting 
rights  of  human  nature.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  sons  of  New-England  and  New-York,  and 
of  those  Western  Sta'e-;  that  have  grown  ;o 
greatne-s  under  th  •  protecting  shade  of  the 
great  (Ordinance  of  freedom — men  in  wiiose 
veins  flows  the  Idood  of  the  Pilgrims  and  the 
Huguenots  ihat  in  other  ages  refused  to  bow 


to  the  tyrants  of  Europe,  and  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, true  to  the  principles  of  English  liberty, 
defied  the  power  of  tlie  British  Empire,  and 
laid  deep  the  foundations  of  a  free  republic. 
It  is  impossiblti  that  the  descendants  of  such 
njen,  in  the  nineteenth  century  and  in  the 
heart  of  our  conrinent,  should  tamely  submit 
to  be  defrauded  of  their  herit-ige,  and  yield 
themselves  meekly  to  the  yoke  of  slavery. 

TllK   SLAVE    POWEIJ. 

Let  us  see,  gentlemen,  what  this  slave  power 
is,  which,  trampling  upon  com|)acts,  and  defy- 
ing the  Constitution,  controls  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  employs  its  army  and  its  trea- 
sury to  force  slavery  upon  an  unwilling 
[)eople. 

It  has  long  been  believed  by  those  who  have 
carefully  scrutinized  the  institutions  and  })olicy 
of  the  slave-holding  States,  that  but  a  sn)all 
proportion  of  their  citizens  were  holders  of 
slaves;  but  until  the  publication  of  the  last 
census  of  1S50,  the  statistics  were  wanting  to 
confirm  this  belief  That  census  disclosed  the 
astounding  fact  that  the  slaveholders  of  the 
South,  men,  women,  and  children,  including 
the  hirers  of  lilaves,  all  told,  numbered  only 
347,820 — about  half  the  number  of  persons 
residing  in  tiie  city  of  New  York  and  its  im- 
mediate vicinity  ;  that  of  these  08,820  own  but 
a  single  slave,  and  105,683  less  than  five  slaves 
each.  So  that,  deducting  those  who  have 
oidy  a  few  home-servants  for  convenience,  and 
are  not  sj>ecially  interested  in  the  perpetuation 
and  extension  of  the  sy.-tem,  there  remain  but 
about  200,000  slaveholders  composing  that 
slave  power  whii-h  rules  as  with  a  rod  of  iron 
not  only  the  6,000,000  of  non-slaveholders  at 
tiie  Soutii,  but  the  20,000,000  of  the  whole 
nation. 

It  has  been  said  with  truth  that  the  privi- 
leged aristocracv  of  England  is  far  less  i)ower- 
fid.  and  infinitely  less  arrogant,  than  this  aris- 
tocratic oligarchy  of  slaveludders. 

The   census   further    di.-closes   the   relative 
proportion  between  the  slaveholders  and  non- 
slaveholders  in  each  State,  and  shows  us  lliat 
there   is    not   one   slaveholding   State  in  the 
Union  where  the  slaveholders  constitute  one- 
tenth  of  tlie  white  popidaiioii,  and  in  some  of 
ilieni  not  a  thirtieth  part. 
[     The  following  table,  taken  from  the  census, 
[and  whicii  I  fiml  ready  to  my  hand  in  an  able 
speech  of  the  lion.  Mr.  Tai'I'AN,  of  New  Ilamp- 
,  shire — but  to  whii-h  I  have  added  the  j.ropor- 
tion  of  liie  white  population  to  the  slaveholders 
I  in  each  State,  is  enough  to  surprise  the  coun- 
Itrv: 


.  -  I^oportion  of 

Slaveholders  White        White  Popu- 

States.  in  each.  Population.         lationto 

SlavfholderB. 

Alabama       ....  29,295  427,513  11-19 

Arkansas       ....  6,999  162,189  27-38 

District  of  Columbia  .  1,477  37,941  25-68 

Delaware       ....  809  71,169  87-97 

Florida 3,520  47,203  13-40 

Georgia 38,456  521,592  13-56 

Kentucky      ....  38,385  761,413  19-70 

Louisiana       ....  20,670  255,491  12-34 

Maryland       ....  16,040  417,943  25-43 

Mississippi    ....  23,116  394,718  17-07 

Missouri 19,189  692.006  35-05 

North  Carolina      .     .  28,303  553,028  19-50 

South  Carolina       .     .  25,596  274,563  10-72 

Tennesse3      ....  23,864  756,836  30-29 

Texas        7,747  154,634  19-08 

Virginia 55,063  894,800  16-30 

Total  ....       347,525     6,222,318 

The  value  of  the  slaves  held  by  this  handful 
of  men,  from  who?e  lawless  ambition  come  all 
the  disturbances  to  out-  peace,  is  estimated  by 
Mr.  Shater,  of  Alabama,  at  two  tliousand  mil- 
lions of  dollai-s — a  large  advance  on  Mr.  Clay's 
estimate,  a  few  years  ago,  of  twelve  hundred 
millions ;  but,  wliether  the  amount  be  correctly 
estimated  or  not,  it  constitutes  an  immense  capi- 
tal, hardly  to  be  realized  and  comprehended 
without  some  mental  effort;  a  capital  which, 
firmly  united  and  skillfully  wielded,  is  now 
•waging  so  fierce  a  war  with  the  free  labor  of 
the  Northern  States. 

Discarding  for  the  present  all  those  conside- 
rations of  right  and  justice  which  instinctively 
occur  to  every  right-niinded  person  when 
slavery  is  mentioned — foregoing,  on  this  occa- 
sion, all  expression  of  sympatliy  for  tlie  mil- 
lions of  beating  liearts  that  in  the  ai^ithmetic 
of  slavery  count  but  as  units  under  the  sign 
of  dollars — dispensing  with  aught  that  might 
seem  to  savor  of  philanthropy,  or,  as  some 
style  it,  fanaticism,  and  leaving  tlie  entire 
question  of  slavei-y  in  the  States  to  the  people 
of  those  States,  who,  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Fatrlkner,  of  Virginia,  "have  a  right  to  demand 
its  extermination,"  let  me  direct  your  attention 
to  the  bearing  of  the  question  upon  yourselves, 
to  the  direct,  permanent,  practical,  and  pecu- 
niary interest  which  you  and  your  children 
liave  in  the  rescue  of  Kansas  from  the  grasp 
of  slavery. 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  slave  labor  and 
free  labor  are  antagonistic.  They  cannot 
flourish,  they  hardly  co-exist  together.  This 
fact  was  declared  in  the  strongest  terms  by  the 
ablest  statesman  of  Virginia  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1830. 

The  Hon.  0.  J.  Faulkner  said,  "  Slavery  is 
an  institution  which  jiresses  heavily  against 
the  best  interests  of  the  State.  It  h/inishes  free 
white  lal/or,  it  exterminates  the  mechanic,  the 
artisan,  the  manufacturer  ;  it  deprives  them  of 
occu))ation,  it  deprives  them  of  bread  ;  it  con- 
verts the  energy  of  a  community  into  indo- 1 


lence,  its  power  into  imbecility,  its  efficiency  • 
into  weakness.  Sir,  being  thus  injurious,  have 
we  not  a  right  to  demand  its  extermination? 
Shall  society  suffer  that  the  slaveholder  may; 
continue  to  gather  his  crop  of  human  flesh  ? ' 
Must  the  country  languish,  droop,  and  die  that? 
the  slaveholder  may  flourisli?"  Shall  all  inte-1 
rests  be  subservient  to  one,  all  riglit  subordi-l 
nate  to  those  of  the  slaveholder  ?  Has  not  thej 
mechanic,  have  not  the  middle  classes  their! 
rights — rights  incom^mtihle  witJi  the  inte7'ests\ 
of  slavery?  ! 

The  Hon.  T.  J.  Eandolph  :  '■'•Slavery  ha» 
the  effect  of  lessening  the  free  j^opidation  of  m 
country.  *  *  *  Those  wlio  remain,  relying 
upon  the  support  of  casual  employment,  often, 
become  more  degraded  in  their  condition  than 
the  slaves  themselves. '''' 

The  Hon.  James  Maeshall  said:  "Where-' 
fore,  then,  object  to  slavery?  Because  it  it 
ruinous  to  the  whites.,  retards  improvement.; 
roots  out  an  industrious  population,  bauishe^ 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  deprives  th^ 
spinner,  the  weaver,  the  smith,  the  shoemaker: 
the  carpenter  of  employment  and  support; 
The  evil  admits  of  no  remedv  ;  it  is  iucrea.sing 
and  will  increase,  until  the  whole  country  wil; 
be  inundated  by  one  black  wave,  with  a  fevi 
white  faces  here  and  there  floating  on  the  sur 
face.  The  master  has  no  capital  but  what  i; 
invested  in  human  flesh  ;  the  father,  instea( 
of  being  richer  for  his  sons,  is  at  a  loss  to  pro 
vide  for  them.  There  is  no  diversity  of  occu 
pation,  no  incentive  to  enterprise.  Lator  oj 
every  species  is  disrejnitaile,  because  performet 
by  slaves.  Our  towns  are  stationary,  ou 
villages  everywhere  declining,  and  tlie  genera 
aspect  of  the  coiintry  marks  the  course  of  ,' 
wasteful,  idle,  reckless  population,  who  hav' 
no  interest  in  the  soil,  and  care  not  how  muc, 
it  is  impoverished." 

We  may  asstnne,  tlierefore,  that  if  Kansa- 
is  given  up  to  Slavery,  it  will  be  thereby  close 
to  the  better  class  of  fi-ee-laborers  not  only  c' 
our  own  country,  but  of  Europe.  The  great  bod' 
of  emigration  westward-bound  fi-om  our  Af 
lantic  States,  never  seeks,  and  never  will  see,' 
slave  soil  wliere  not  labor  but  the  laboreil 
themselves  are  bought  and  sold,  and  wher 
labor  is  stripped  of  the  dignity  that  belong 
to  it,  and  is  treated  with  contempt.  ' 

Now  look  on  the  map,  blackened  by  slaver* 
and  you  will  see  that  Kansas  is  the  k^ 
to  the  large  territory  lying  to  the  west  < 
it,  the  boundless  regions  of  Utah  and  NeV 
Mexico,  extending  hundreds  of  miles  till  th^ 
meet  the  eastern  boundary  of  California.  • 
it  not  clear,  that  if  we  lose  Kansas  we  sha 
in  all  probability  lose  cot  only  the  Indi? 
Territory  lying  to  the  south  of  it,  but  tho{ 
vast  teriitories  stretching  to  the  westwar' 
and  large  enough  to  make  more  than  s| 
States   of   the    size    of   Pennsylvania?      G' 


., 

_ 

■~ 

— 

It 

= 

;= 

c 

= 

5 

» 

5 

d 

> 

1 

> 

C 

o 

i 

CO 

J_ 

r 

S 

rt 

1 

o 
e 

"" 

<; 

X 

c 

3 

o 

■^ 

* 

- 

tr 


c 


K^^ 


^ 


o 


^ 


K^- 


5       c'i""-^;  —  — 


:  ~  1, 1 J  c  i.  g  >  ;:  . 


ir 


vernor  Keeder,  in  a  speech  at  New-York, 
put  this  grave  question  in  the  clearest  light. 
He  said  :  "With  Kansas  a  slave  State — and  you 
will  remember  that  Kansas  is  900  miles  long 
— I  will  thank  any  one  to  tell  me  how  he  is 
going  to  save  the  second,  the  third,  or  the 
fourth,  each  one  further  and  further  out  of 
reacli — each  one  with  more  slave  States  inter- 
vening." If  Kansas  is  lost  to  Freedom,  those 
territories  are  all  lost.  We  are  fighting  tlie 
battle  once  for  all.  Kow  or  never — now  and 
forever.  Secure  Kansas  and  all  the  blessings 
of  Freedom  —  free-labor,  free-schools,  free- 
speech,  a  free  press,  enlightened  legislation, 
humane  institutions,  and  that  priceless  heri- 
tage, the  common  law,  are  secured  for  our 
children.  Lose  Kansas,  and  what  will  be  the 
result?  Not  only  will  the  curse  of  Slavery 
fasten  like  a  cancer  upon  that  beautiful  terri- 
tory— spreading  desolation  physical  and  moral 
in  its  extending  course,  but  the  vast  emigra- 
tion from  abi'oad  that  is  now  poured  into  our 
midst  and  overflows  westward,  stopped  sud- 
denly by  a  line  of  slave  States,  will  fall  back 
upon  our  free  States,  giving  us  a  surplus  popu- 
lation that  we  do  not  want,  and  which  will 
necessarily  interfere  with  the  employment  and 
the  wages  of  our  own  citizens.  TMis  is  a 
practical  view  of  the  case  which  every  farmer, 
every  mechanic,  and  every  laborer  in  the 
free  States  should  carefully  consider. 

Compare  again,  the  relative  addition  made 
to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  particularly  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  by  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  then  glan- 
cing forward  to  the  future,  if  but  for  fifty  or 
an  hundred  years  hence,  endeavor  to  es- 
timate the  superior  benefits  to  accrue  to  the 
Atlantic  States,  from  these  western  territories 
if  organized  as  free  States,  over  those  to  accrue 
from  their  establishment  as  slave  communities. 
Think,  too,  of  the  difference  it  will  make  to 
your  children  and  grandchildren  if  they  wish 
to  emigrate  to  those  territories  whether  they 
are  to  enter  a  State  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
highest  citizen,  or  as  one  whose  condition  is  re- 
garded as  inferior  to  tliat  of  the  Southern  slave. 

Of  its  hatred  to  free  society,  the  democratic 
party  at  the  South  do  not  pretend  to  make  a 
secret.  "Free  society,"  says  the  Muscogee 
(Ala.)  Herald,  a  Buchanan  organ — "we  sicken 
at  the  name.  What  is  it,  but  a  conglomera- 
tion of  greasy  mechanics,  filthy  operatives, 
small-fisted  farmers,  and  moon-struck  theo- 
rists ?  All  the  Northern,  and  especially  the 
New-England  States,  are  devoid  of  society 
fitted  for  well-bred  gentlemen.  The  prevail- 
ing class  one  meets  with  is  that  of  mechanics 
struggling  to  be  genteel,  and  small  farmers 
who  do  their  own  drudgery,  and  yet  who  are 
hardly  fit.  for  association  with  a  Southern  gen- 
tleman's body  servant." 

Contrast,  gentlemen,  with   that   sentiment, 


now  reiterated  by  the  Buchanan  organs  at  th( 
South,  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  leadei 
of  the  Republican  party  : — "  Free  labor — tht 
natural  capital  which  constitutes  the  rea 
wealth  of  this  great  cotmtry,  and  creates  tha* 
intelligent  power  in  the  masses  alone  to  bJ 
relied  on  as  the  bulwark  of  free  institutions.'. 

You  have  in  these  rival  sentiments  the  gisi 
of  the  issue  now  submitted  to  the  Americar 
people.  It  is  a  struggle  between  Slavery  am 
Freedom — between  the  small  oligarchy  o 
slave  ma^^ters  with  its  capital  of  $2,000,000,00; 
invested  in  human  fiesh,  and  the  great  bod; 
of  free  laborers  who  constitute  the  bulk  of  th: 
nation  for  the  possession  of  the  unorganized 
territories  of  the  United  States.  These  terri 
tories  exceed  in  extent  by  some  thirty-thre 
thousand  square  miles  all  of  the  United  State 
both  free  and  slave  States ;  and  whose  area  i 
more  than  twice  as  large  as  that  of  the  Fre 
States  now  admitted  to  the  Union.*  Th 
Slave  States  have  already  secured  for  Slaver 
an  area  of  857,508  square  miles,  while  th 
free  States  embrace  only  (il2,596  square  mile; 
and  witli  this  immense  preponderance  in  the! 
favor,  with  millions  of  acres  yet  unoccupiec^ 
they  seek  to  defraud  us  of  Kansas  and  N^ 
braska  territories,  doubly  ours  by  divine  rig! 
and  bj'  human  compact,  and  to  force  Slaveri 
into  every  part  of  the  continent  where  th 
flag  of  our  Union  waves,  and  Federal  authorit 
has  sway.  ' 

It  is  idle  to  talk  of  pacification  or  comprc 
mise ;  it  is  idle  to  speak  of  the  repeal  of  tl 
Missouri  Compromise  as  a  thing  to  be  regre 
ted,  but  at  the  same  time  to  be  acquiesced  ii 
That  repeal  has  not  yet  made  Kansas  a  Sla'^ 
State,  and  if  we  are  true  to  ouselves  it  neve 
will  make  Kansas  a  Slave  State.  It  was  hi 
the  commencement,  not  the  end  of  the  battl: 
Its  passage  shows,  not  that  we  liave  lost  Kar 
sas,  but  only  that  slaveholders  have  lost  th© 
honor.  It  shovrs  that  henceforth  against  tt 
slave  power  which  mocks  at  faith  and  trampli 

*  The  following  interesting  and  important  table  is  takJ 
from  the  New-York  Herald  :—  | 

Worthy  of  Note. — Since  the  peace  of  17S3,  our  territ 
rial  expansion  has  been  uninterruptedly  progressing.     TJ 
give  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  date  and  amount 
each  addition  : —  ; 

Square  3fili 

1T83  Area  of  the  Union  at  the  Peace 820,^ 

]S03  Purchase  of  Louisiana 899 ,q 

1819  Acquisition  of  Florida 66,2 

1845  Admission  of  Texas 848,0 

184(i  Oregon  Treaty 303,0 

1848  Treaty  of  Guadalope  Hidalgo,    )       ....    550,4 
1855  With  Mesilla  Valley,  f      ,    .    .     .  | 

1855  Whole  Area  of  the  United  States  .     .     .     .      2,953,6 

1S55  Area  of  the  Slave  States 857,? 

"  Free  " 612,^ 

Total  Area  of  the  States 1,464,^ 

Total  Area  of  the  Territories l,497,f 

The  Territories  exceed  the  States  in  extent,  by  33,^ 
square  miles,  and  the  real  issue  of  the  present  contest  i 
shall  those  which  remain  unsettled  be  seized  by  the  Soul 
ern  slaveholders  by  force  of  arms.  : 
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l)n  compacts;    wliich  glories  in  tlio  brutality 
i;hat  struck  down  a  delcuoeless  Senator,  auj 


nsulteJ  at  one  blow  the  sovereignty  ot' M;is?a- 
Jjliusetts,  and  tiie  right  ot"  the  people,  and 
jVhieh  now  holds  K:insas  by  the  throat — that 
Jigaiast  tiiis  power  our  only  safely  is  in  the 
,  •escue  ot'  the  Government  from  its  control, 
!ind  its  absolute  restriction  of  Slavery  to  tlie 
I  States  where  it  now  exists.  With  a  foe  that 
treaties  cannot  bind,  and  that  glories  alike  in 
;  lational  pertidy,  and  social  treachery,  eternal 
.•jgilaiice  must  be  the  price  of  liberty, — vigihmce 
v»  protect  the  i)eople  from  tlie  betrayal  of 
I  heir  dearest  rights;  vigilance  to  shield  their  re- 
jiresentatives  in  Congress,  in  unsuspecting  mo- 
jnents,  from  the  stealthy  blow  of  the  assassin. 
;  Without  lingering  gentlemen  upon  the  pro- 
•llavery  despotism  that  is  now  enthroned  in 
'^ur  Federal  Government,  let  rae  remind  you 
I  hat  it  has  grown  to  its  present  feart'ul 
jtrengtii  not  tlirough  the  actual  power  of  the 
,laveho!der3,  but  by  our  neglect  of  the  warn- 

3g  of  Washington,  "Let  there  be  no  change 
i)y  usur[)atiou.     *     *     Resist  with  care  the 

pirit  of  innovation  upon  the  principles  of  the 

/oustitution.  The  spirit  of  encroacluneut 
:ends  to  consolidate  the  power  of  all  depart- 
^lents  in  one,  and  thus  to  create  a  real  despo- 

ism." 
'   And  now  with  the  princii)les  of  the  Consti- 

ation  as  our  guide,  and  the  appeal  of  Kansas 

Q    our    ear,    and  the  day    fast  approaching 

rhea  the  vote  of  each  of  us  is  to  be  cast  for 
successor  to  Mr.  Pierce,  let  us  look  at  the 

andidates  and  the  platforms  that  are  offered 

or  our  suffrages. 


AND   FIRST,    TIIE    DEMOCRATIC    PLATFORM    AND 
MR.    BUCHANAN. 

Were  Mr.  BuchanaQ  to  be  judged  only  by 
is  recorded  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the 
[issouri  Compromise,  even  so  recently  as 
84:8,  he  might  be  regarded,  perhaps,  as  a 
ttiug  candidate,  iu  that  regard,  for  those  who 
old  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party ; 
at  as  he  has  found  it  convenient  to  disclaim 
is  identity,  and  to  exchange  his  principles  for 
jiose  now  current  with  his  party,  his  former 
jcord  is  only  useful  as  affording  whatever 
eight  may  once  have  belonged  to  his  charac- 
'»r  as  an  lude[)endent  statesman  to  the  truth 
id  soundness  of  the  doctrines  to  which  his 
irty  and  liim-^elf  are  now  in  opposition. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sandford,  dated  August  21, 
•  3-48,  reproduced  in  the  Mobile  Advertiser, 
"ter  referring  to  his  advocacy  and  approval 
'the  Missouri  Compromise,  he  said — 

"  Havinp  urged  the  adoption  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
•omise.  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  Congress,  in 
\f  opinion,  poisrssn  the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
,;/  of  slavery  in  the  territories.  What  an  absurdity 
ould  it  then  be,  if  whilst  asserting  the  sovereign 


power  in  Congress,  which  power,  from  its  very  na- 
ture, must  be  EXCi.rsivK,  I  siiould  in  the  same  breath 
also  claim  the  identical  jiower  for  the  j)opuiatioii  of  a 
territory  in  an  unorganized  capacity.  »  »  *  I  cling 
to  the  lUissouri  Compromise  with  greater  tenacity 
than  ever." 


But  Mr.  Buchanan  has  recently  advised  his 
countrymen  that  lie  "is  no  longer  James  Bu- 
chanan." lie  has  been  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  Convention  at  Cincinnati,  which 
enilorsed  witli  its  a])proval  the  Admini>tration 
of  Franklin  Pierce,  and  embodied  tiie  jtrinci- 
ples  of  that  Administration  in  its  platform. 
Mr.  Buchanan  says,  "  I  have  been  placed  on  a 
plat/or  III  of  which  I  heartily  appruce,  and  I 
must  square  my  conduct  by  tlial  platform,  and 
insert  no  new  plank,  /tor  take  onejroia  t7." 

It  may  be  remarked  in  passing  that,  apart 
from  the  principles  and  policy  thus  swallowed 
in  a  lump,  tiiis  extreme  concession  to  his  party, 
this  humble  merger  of  individuality,  past 
and  future,  in  a  platform  patched  together  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  a  campaign,  has  not  been 
regarded  with  too  much  favor,  even  by  liis 
own  friends.  A  certain  degree  of  dignity,  of 
self-restraint  and  of  self-respect,  is  desirable  in 
a  presidential  candidate,  llis  past  ciiaracter 
and  services,  his  antecedents,  his  principles,  his 
opinions,  are  all  viewed  with  interest  by  his 
supporters,  as  retlecting  credit  ui)()n  their 
choice,  and  it  is  hardly  flattering  to  their  pride 
to  see  their  candidate  so  extremely  "  willing" 
as  to  condescend  to  such  entire  abneiraiion  ;  to 
forego,  from  the  moment  of  his  nomination,  his 
independence  of  thought,  and  speech,  and 
principle,  and,  in  a  word,  to  merge  his  indi- 
viduality in  the  planks,  rotten  or  sound,  of  a 
temporary  platform.  It  is  a  characteristic 
that  contrasts  unfavorably  with  tlie  manly 
independence  and  resolution  which  our  people 
admire  in  their  Presidents,  whether  exhibited 
in  the  calm  deliance  of  popular  tumult  shown 
by  Washington,  or  in  the  inijietuous  and 
immovable  will  of  Jackson.  Mr.  Buclianan's 
letter  will  not  dispel  tlie  impression  given  of 
his  character  by  Col.  Benton,  in  his  Congres- 
sional histtiry,  wiiere  he  styles  him,  "  tha/acile 
Mr.  Buchanan ;"  nor  will  it  encourage  a  belief 
on  the  part  of  those  who  hope  he  may  be  in- 
clined to  deal  fairly  towards  the  people  of 
Kansas,  that  he  will  be  permitted  to  counter- 
act tlie  designs  of  the  men  into  whose  hands 
he  has  resigned  himself,  that  they  will  allow 
him  to  resume  the  manhood  wliich  he  has 
voluntarily  abandoned,  instead  of  compelling 
him  to  fuliill  his  pledge  of  feaUy,  and  to  square 
his  Conduct  by  their  platform. 

What  that  platform  is  you  may  learn  some- 
what from  Mr.  President  Pierce,  who  said  at 
Washington,  •'  I  congratulate  you  that  your 
choice  has  fallen  on  a  man  who  st.-iiuls  on  the 
identical  platform  that  I  occupy,  Mn\  that  he 
will  take  the  same  with  the  standard  lowered 
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never  an  inch  !"  Kext  hear  Arnold  Douglas. 
He  said  in  New  York,  "Buchanan  and  myself 
have  for  several  years  back  held  the  same  posi- 
tion on,  the  slavery  question  from  beginning  to 
end:' 

The  language  of  the  pro-slavery  press  and 
pro-slavery  men  at  the  South,  has  been : — 
"Mr.  Buchanan  is  as  sound  on  the  question  as 
was  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  the  Northern  Democrats 
are  better  Southerners  to-day  than  many 
Democrats  even  at  the  South." 

I  will  not  multiply  authorities  to  prove  Mr. 
Buchanan's  readiness  to  do  everything  tliatthe 
South  may  demand.  Look  at  his  pledges,  look 
at  his  supporters.  A  man  is  known  by  his 
friends,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  is  the  candidate  not 
only  of  Fierce  and  of  Douglas,  but  of  Herbert, 
who  shot  the  Irishman,  of  Brooks  who  as- 
saulted Sumner,  of  Keitt,  who  proposes,  if 
Fremont  is  elected,  to  march  to  Washington 
and  rob  the  Treasury.  His  election  would  be 
an  endorsement  of  the  policy  of  Pierce;  his 
administration  would  be  a  continuance  of  the 
administration  which  is  so  widely  repudiated 
and  despised  for  its  broken  pledges,  its  faith- 
lessness to  freedom,  its  abject  subserviency  to 
the  slave  power,  its  treachery  to  the  confiding 
settlers  in  Kansas,  its  audacious  establishment 
of  a  military  despotism,  its  tolerance,  if  not 
encouragement,  of  fraud,  outrage,  robbery,  and 
murder. 

The  attempt  to  discover  from  platform  man- 
ifestoes the  actual  policy  and  intent  of  the 
Democratic  party,  is  not  always  as  easy  as  you 
might  suppose.  The  Democratic  leaders  are 
accustomed  to  act  on  the  motto  of  Louis  XL, 
which  has  been  the  guiding  rule  of  a  good 
many  rulers  before  and  since  the  times  of  that 
monarch — that  "he  who  knows  not  how  to 
dissemble,  knows  not  to  govern."  Arnold 
Douglas,  it  would  seem,  in  stumping  some  anti- 
slavery  district,  represents  himself  as  an  anti- 
slavery  statesman,  but  in  the  present  campaign 
the  universal  agitation  of  the  slavery  question 
has  led  to  frequent  and  frank  avowals  both  at 
the  North  and  the  South,  by  whose  aid  we 
may  read  with  clearness  the  platform  with 
which  Mr.  Buchanan  is  to  square  his  conduct. 
One  of  the  resolutions  declares  "  that  by  the 
uniform  application  of  the  Democratic  |)rinci- 
ple  to  the  organization  of  Territories  and  the 
admission  of  new  States,  with  or  without  do- 
mestic slavery  as  they  may  elect,  the  equal 
rights  of  the  States  will  be  preserved  in- 
tact." 

We  have  already  seen  that  they  claim  the 
right  for  slavery  to  overrun  all  the  Territories, 
whether  at  the  North  or  the  South,  and  by 
their  endorsement  of  Mr.  Pierce's  administra- 
tion they  have  approved  the  forcing  of  slavery 
upon  a  Territory  by  election  frauds,  by  border 
violence,  and  a  corrupt  judiciary.  Now  let  us 
see  what  they  mean  by   "  the  equality    of 


States.,^''  wliich  they  pledge  themselves  to  ob» 
serve  intact.  ) 

The  Charleston  Mercury  thus  defines  it :       ' 

1 

"  If  the  North  really  entertains  that  affectionate, 
regard  for  our  property,  of  which  it  makes  occasion;! 
al  professions— i/  it  is  willing  to  place  our  system  of. 
political  economy  upon  an  equality  with  its  own,  anc 
allow  the  conditions  of  our  form  of  society  to  he 
pushed  to  their  logical  results,  then  let  us  import  ouj 
labor  from  such  soui'ces  and  in  such  quantities  as  please, 
us.    Let  us  HAVE  THE  Slave  Trade." 

But  the  mere  re-opening  of  the  Africai 
Slave  Trade  from  Southern  ports,  revolting  a, 
is  the  thought,  does  not  embrace  the  full  ide' 
which  begins  to  possess  the  Slave  Power  oj 
the  Equality  of  the  States.  It  is  argued,  wit, 
a  certain  sort  of  plausibility,  that  if  the  Afr? 
can  Trade  is  again  legalized,  every  port  on  th 
coast  would  be  in  the  snine  degree  open  to  i, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Oonstitutiou  provide 
that  "  no  preference  shall  be  given,  by  an 
regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  tli 
ports  of  one  State  over  another ;"  and  Ne; 
York  and  Boston  are  looked  to  as  the  pori 
from  which  the  slavers  are  to  be  fitted  for  tl, 
African  coast,  and  from  wiiich  they  are  to  r^ 
turn  freighted  with  cargoes  of  despair.  " 

As  regards  the  general  extension  and  estal 
lishment  of  slavery,  the  aims  of  the  Buchanc 
party  are  clear  and  definite. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer.^  in  an  article,  "  Ti 
True  Issue,"  says  :—  | 

"  The  Democrats  of  the  South,  In  the  present  ca 
vass,  cannot  rely  on  the  old  grounds  of  defence  a; 
excuse  for  slavery— /w  they  seek  not  merely  to  reta 
it  tvhere  it  is,  but  to  extend  it  into  regions  where  it] 
unknoion.  *  *  *  We  propose  to  introduce  in 
new  territory  human  beings  whom  we  assert  to  ' 
unfit  for  liberty,  self-government,  and  equal  assoc' 
tion  with  other  men.  We  must  go  a  step  furtht 
We  must  show  that  African  slavery  is  a  moral,  r^ 
gious,  natural,  and— probably  in  the  general— a  i 
cessary  institution  of  society.  This  is  the  only  II 
of  argument  that  will  enable  Southern  Democrats; 
maintain  the  doctrines  of  State  equality,  and  slav^ 
extension."  i 

Of  Kansas,  the  Squatter  Sovereign  saysri 


"We  are  determined  to  repel  this  Northern  in'; 
sion,  and  make  Kansas  a  Slave  State,  though  i 
rivers  should  be  covered  with  the  blood  of  their  V 
tims,  and  the  carcasses  of  the  Abolitionists  shoi 
be  so  numerous  in  the  territory  as  to  breed  diser 
and  sickness,  we  will  not  be  deterred  from  our  p, 
pose." 

I 

Of  Cuba,  the  design  to  annex  it,  isintimati 
in  the  last  resolution  of  the  Cincinnati  pli 
form,  where  it  is  declared  that  "  the  Deni 
cratic  jmrty  will  expect  of  the  next  administJ 
tion,  that  every  proper  effort  be  made  to  ensii 
our  ascendency  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico."  A,l 
Mr.  Keitt  recently  declared,  in  public,  tl 
Cuba  would  be  taken,  and  that  "  the  Detf 
cratic  party  would  take  it." 


u 


'  1  "  The  proper  efforts,"  to  this  end,  which  are 
|»xpected  ufMr.  Huchauan,  should  lie  be  elected 
^Ko  the  Presidency,  were  disclosed  by  him,  in 
Judvauce,  in  the  Ost^nd  Manitesto.  A  price  is 
.'A)  be  otlered  to  Spain  for  Cuba  far  bevoiid  its 
luresent  value;  when  tliat  has  been  refused,  as 
irt  has  been,  and  as  in  all  probability  it  will  bo 
Ugain,  then  tlie  (pie-tion  is  to  be  considered — 
-y  Does  Cuba,  in  the  possession  of  Spain, 
;^.eriously  endanger  our  peace  ami  t!ie  existence 
•«f  our  cherished  Union  ?  "  "  Should  this 
Unestion  be  answered  in  tlie  affirmative,  then, 
[yi/  ecery  law,  human  and  dicine,  tee  shall  he 
\wstijied  in  uresting  it  from  Spain,  if  we  have 
;  'riE  I'owEu!" 

<\  Thjs  is  the  "proper  method,"  approved  by 
'tilr.  Keitt,  and  which,  in  a  certiiin  contingency, 
jhe  proposes  to  apply  not  only  to  the  pern  (>f 
[tpain,  but  to  the  Treasury"  of  the  United 
.Btatos. 


'•  the  good  old  plan, 


That  they  shall  take  who  have  the  po^cr, 
And  they  shall  keep  who  can." 


C  It  was  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Marcy  that  this 
jroposal    was    repudiated,    and    its    morality 

Jenied.     But,  if  Mr.  Buchanan  shall  become 

!jjo  President  of  the  Republic,  and  his  piratical 

I'octrines,  avowetl  at  Ostend,  become,  as  Mr. 

■ieitt  expects,  a  leading  principle  of  his  ad- 
liuistration,  we  may  live  to  see  our  once  gal- 

,*nt  navy  manned  with  lawless  bucaneers, 
fetting  forth  to  seize  Cuba — "  if  they  have  tlie 
ower  ■' — with  the  black  tiag  of  slavery  and 
ae  death's  head  and  cross-bones  of  the  pirate 
•aunting  defiance  to  the  world,  above  the  star- 

'pangled  banner  of  our  country. 
On  the  question  of  disunion,  as  on  that  of 

ifie  Missouri  Compromise,  the  fact  that  the 
laudidate  of  the  Democratic  party  is  "  no 
{)nger  James  Buchanan,"  is  evident,  when 
fe  recall  his  former  sentiments  on  the  subject, 
(ttd  compare  them  with  that  of  the  platform 
fhich  he  has  now  adopted  as  "his  guide,  phi- 

'^sopher,  and  friend."     "Disunion,"  said  Mr. 

;^mes  Buchanan,  "  is  a  word  which  ought  not 

!p  be  breathed  even  in  a  whisper.  The  word 
•ught  to  be  considered  one  of  direful  omen, 

•jod  our  children  taught  that  it  is  sacrilege  to 

Tonounce  it." 

:  Mr.  A.  G.  Brown,  one  of  the  committee  who 

'nuounced  the  Cincinnati  nominati(m  to  Mr. 

,iuchan;in,  in  anticijialing  the  po.-sible  success 
"l  the  Republican  party,  said,  in  a  recent 
peech,  "If,  indeed,  it  has  come  to  this,  that 
■bo  Union  is  to  be  used  for  these  accursed  pur- 
.oses,  then,  sir,  by  the  God  of  my  fathers,  I 
•in  against  the  Union ;  and,  so  help  me  Hea- 
ven, I  will  dedicate  the  remainder  of  my  life 
t)  its  dissolution." 
Mr.  Keitt  frankly  avows  that  he  "Aa«  heen 
disunionist  since  he  began  to  think." 


The  Richmond  Enquirer  declares,  after  enti- 
merating  the  preparations  of  Virginia  for  war: 

"Virpinia  makes  no  boast  of  these  preparations, 
but,  sure  us  the  siui  shines  over  lier  bi-uutil'iil  lields, 
ehe  will  treat  the  election  of  an  abolitionist  candidate 
as  a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  17S;»,  and  a  release  of 
every  sovereiRn  State  iu  the  South  from  all  part  and 
lot  in  its  stipulations." 

The  Southern  Democracy  are  aware,  in  the 
language  of  the  Nashville  L'anner,  that  if  the 
Republican  party  succeeds,  they  "can  Jiave  no 
more  fortunate  wars — no  more  judicious  pur- 
chases of  territory — no  more  annexing  of  in- 
j  de|)endent  States  on  the  southern  border." 
i  Tliey  are  using  every  efibrt  to  secure  Kansas 
and  our  other  territories;  wiih  Cuba,  Nicara- 
jgua,  and  a  part  or  the  whole  of  Mexico,  as 
abo  Soutliern  California,  with  the  view  of 
forming  an  independent  Southern  Empire. 
The  thought  of  disunicm,  to  some  of  them,  is 
an  ever-present  thought.  The  South  Caro- 
linian declares  that  "  the  success  of  Buchanan 
miglit  stave  off  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
for  a  time,  but  that  tiie  event  is  inevitable." 

Another  South  Carolina  paper  exultingly 
declares  that  "tjie  Southern  skies  are  looking 
bright,  and  all  t!ie  auguries  foretell  Southern 
union.  Southern  independence,  and  the  coming 
greatness  of  a  Southern  Republic." 

"Disunion,"  a  word  that  Mr.  Buclianan 
would  not  have  spoken  in  a  whisper,  the  can- 
didate of  tiie  Democratic  party  hears  shouted 
exultingly  in  crowds;  and  he  has  added  fuel 
ti>  the  treasonable  flames  that  his  partisans  are 
kindling  in  the  South,  by  unjustly  intimating 
that  the  people  of  the  North  are"  intermed- 
dling" with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
South  when  they  resist  pro-slavery  aggression 
upon  rights  secured  to  them  by  compact. 

I  have  detained  you  too  long  upon  the  Cin- 
cinnati platform,  and  we  will  pass  from  Mr, 
Buchanan,  slavery  extension,  piracy,  and  dis- 
union, to 

THE   AMEEICAX   PARTY    AXD    THEIR   CANDIDATE, 
MR.    FILLMORE. 

The  American  party  and  its  candidate  have, 
as  I  am  advised,  many  supporters  in  this  town, 
and  some,  jjcrhaps,  in  this  assembly.  I  will 
assume,  as  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  do,  that 
being  Westchester  men,  they  are  opposed  to 
treachery  and  to  traitors — that  they  are  in 
favor  of  Kansas  being  free,  of  equal  justice  to 
the  Free  States,  and  of  a  stop  being  put  to 
those  agg.-essious  of  the  slave  power,  which, 
in  the  violatinn  of  the  Missouri  compact,  and 
the  results  that  followed  it,  have  so  wantonly 
disturbed  our  national  repose  and  our  national 
harmony.  Assuming  these  to  be  their  senti- 
ments and  this  their  object,  let  me  ask  :u,ia 
whether  Mr.  Fillmore  is  the  man  to  accoin- 
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plish  their  objects;  and,  further,  if  Mr.  Filhnore  j  the  very  restricted  anti-slavery  platform  of  the  ? 

has  even  a  probable  ciiance  of  being  elected;   Republican  party.  '^ 

for,  as  practical  men,  if  lie  cannot  be  elected,  i      During  the  same  year,  1848,  Gen.  Taylor,  a  i 

they  will  hardly  desire  to  throw  away  their  j  Southern  man  and  a  slaveholder,  was  nomina'  ^ 


votes,  and  lose  tlieir  influence  in  determining 
this  tremendous  issue. 

Tlie  platform  of  the  American  (sometimes 
called  the  Know-Kotliing)  party  practically 
ignores  the  one  great  issue  now  agitating  the 
country ;  and,  as  regards  the  rights  of  Kansas 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  schemes  for  pro- 
slavery  extension  on  tlie  otlier,  i)reserves  so 
significant  a  silence  and  so  positive  a  neutral- 
ity, tliat  those  entertaining  the  most  opposite 
opinions  on  the>e  points  are  expected  to  meet 
in  liarmony  and  elect  a  President  upon  the 
ground  of  proposed  reforms  in  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  aliens,  with  neither  pledges  nor  princi- 
Sles  on  the  one  question  of  the  day.  The 
lorthern  members  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion at  which  the  platform  was  adopted,  oftei'ed 
a  resolution  to  the  etfect  ''that  we  will  nomi- 
nate no  candidate  for  President  or  Vice-Presi- 
dent wdio  is  not  in  favor  of  interdicting  the 
introduction  of  slavery  north  of  36°  30'."  The 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  141  to  nays  52  ;  and  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
nominated  on  this  neuti-al  platform,  which 
offers  no  opirosition  whatsoever  to  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery.  Mr.  Fillmore  himself  stands 
before  the  country,  a  perfect  cipher  on  the 
question  of  KansaL.,  whose  Avroiigs  have  elicit- 
ed from  him  neither  sympailiy  nor  rebuke. 

Mr.  Fihmore,  however,  has  referred  his  fel- 
low-citizens to  his  past  career  as  the  guarantee 
of  the  course  lie  will  pursue  if  elected  to  the 
Presidency.  Taking  him  ac  his  word,  let  ns 
see  how  far  that  career  entitles  him  to  the 
confidence  of  the  country.* 

Mr.  Fillmore  has  been  in  public  life  since 
1829.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  1837  to  1843,  a  period 
of  slavery  agitation  ;  and  he  then  voted,  with 
persistent  firmness,  on  the  side  of  freedom, 
witli  the  late  venerable  John  Quixot  Adams, 
and  that  staunch  champion  of  the  right — now 
the  senior  member  of  the  House,  whom  may 
God  long  |)reserve! — JosntiA  R.  Giddings.  In 
1838,  Mr.  Fillmore,  in  response  to  a  committee 
of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  the  County  ol 
Erie,  declared  himself  "opposed  to  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  Union  under  any  circum- 
stances, so  long  as  slaves  are  held  therein  ;" 
and  "in  favor  of  Congress  exerting  all  the 
constitutional  power  it  possesses  to  abolish  the 
internal  slave-trade  between  the  States  ;"  and 
"in  favor,  also,  of  immediate  legislation  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia"— going,  you  will  observe,  far  beyond 


•  The  facts  here  stated  are  chiefly  taken  from  a  speech  of 
the  Hon.  E.  B.  Morgan,  of  New- York,  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
reieutatives. 


ted  for  the  Presidency  by  the  whig  party,  and 
Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  on  the  same 
ticket  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  with  the  view 
of  conciliating  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of 
the  North,  and  reconciling  Northern  voters  to 
the  support  of  Gen.  Taylor.  The  ticket  was 
successful  by  a  handsome  majority,  receiving 
163  electoral  votes. 

The  term  of  General  Taylor's  Presidency,  as 
you  remember,  was  a  brief  one.  The  gallant 
old  man  who  had  survived  the  perils  and  ex- 
posure of  the  camp,  was  not  proof  against  the 
wearing  importunities  incident  to  his  new  po- 
sition. He  had  escaped  the  tomahawk  of  the 
Indian  on  our  borders,  and  the  rifles  of  the 
Mexicans  at  Monterey  and  Bueua  Vista,  but 
he  succumbed  before  the  army  of  office-seek- 
ers thai  besieged  him  in  the  capitol,  and  the 
unaccustomed  cares  uf  the  Presidential  office. 
But  to  his  eternal  credit  be  it  remembered, 
that  slaveholder  as  he  was,  he  never  ])ermit- 
ted  himself  to  be  the  representative  of  a  sec- 
tion, or  the  tool  of  a  faction,  but  li\ed  and 
died  the  faithful  executive  of  the  whole  peo 
pie. 

Gen.  Taylor  died  on  tlie  9th  day  of  July, 
1850,  and  Millard  Fillmore  became  acting 
President  of  tlie  United  States. 

And  now  I  ask  your  attention  to  a  remark- 
able development  in  regard  to  Mr.  Fillmore's 
administration,  made  sometime  since  by  the 
Hon.  Heury  S.  Foote,  at  that  time  a  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  and  prominent  leader  uf  the 
Southern  wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr. 
Foote's  name,  you  may  perhaps  remember,  as 
having  obtained  for  a  wiiile  some  little  noto- 
riety, from  an  invitation  which  he  gave  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  to  the  Hon.  John  P. 
Hale,  of  New-Hampshire — tlie  true-hearted 
and  eloc[uent  representative  of  the  Granite 
State — to  visit  liim  in  Mississippi,  accompa- 
nying the  invitation  with  an  assurance  that  lie 
should  be  hung  on  the  first  convenient  tree, 
and  that  Mr.  Foote  would,  with  great  pleasure, 
assist  in  the  operation.  Before  Mr.  Hale  had 
found  it  consistent  with  his  senatorial  duties 
to  accept  this  cordial  tender  of  Soutiiern  hos- 
pitality, Mr.  Foote  emigrated  to  California, 
which  he  perhaps  regarded  as  a  favorable  spot 
for  the  exercise  of  his  benevolence,  in  exten- 
ding to  others  the  courtesies  which  Mr.  Hale  de- 
clined. Before  his  departure  from  Washing- 
ton, he  addressed  a  parting  speech  to  a  meet- 
ing of  several  hundred  persons  convened  at 
the  National  Hotel,  including  many  members 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  course  of  it  he  said 
that  he  "  would  tell  a  little  history  never  be- 
fore DiTTTLGED,"  and  after  recapitulating  the 
points  in  one  of  his  speeches,  in  the  Senate,  in 
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wlilch  ho  had  denoancod  Gen.  Tayhir  for  no- 
minatliijjf  tor  office  in  the  Northern  States 
geiitltmcii  knowu  or  suspected  of  holding 
free  soil  ^entiments,  he  proceeded  :  — 

'*  I  had  not  long  taken  mv  seat  before  Mr.  Badger, 
of  North  C'uroliiia,  one  of  tiio  purest  and  most  patri- 
otic men  that  ever  oci'iipied  a  phice  in  the  iintioiial 
council,  came  to  me  and  stated  thiit  Viee-l'resident 
Fillmore,  the  then  presiding  ortiier   of  the  Senate, 
had  roijuestod  him  to  make    known  to  me   that  he  j 
perfectly  coni-urreil  iu  the  views  which  I  had  just  ex- 
pressed.and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  me  on  the  subject  in  the  otlicial  rooms  of 
the  Capitol,  at  the  hour  of  nine   o'clock   the   next  | 
morning.     I  promised  to  attend  upon  him  at  the  time  | 
and  place  specified.     I  did  so.  j 

'•"  Without  going  into  particulars,  at  present,  it  i.s 
BuflScient  for  me  to  say,  that  1  obtained  by  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  hands  of  an  accredited 
friend  of  his,  a  list  of   the   nominees  subject  to  the 
objection  of  being  agitators  on  the  question  of  sla- 
very.    Till  1  whole  catalogue  of  worthiei  wai  disposed 
of  in  the  Senate,  in  other  words,  they  were  sacrificed  • 
to  the  peace  of  the  country;  save  one  or  two,  whose  I 
nominations  remained  to  be  acted  upon  on  the   last 
night  of  the  session  of  Congress.     They  were   dis-  1 
]>osed  of  by  Mr.  Fdlmore  himself,  on  the  same  night ;  ■ 
lor  just  before  the  clock  struck  twelve,  this  gentle-  i 
man  bein^;  then  President,  sent  in  a  special  message,  i 
vilhdrawing  all  the  offensive  nominations,  and  substi- 
tuting others  in  their  stead. 

Mr.  Foote,  in  conclusion,  pronounced  an 
euloginm  upon  Mr.  Fillmore,  ''as  a  true  pa- 
triot, who  had  never.,  during  his  adniinistra- 
tion^  noinmaled  a  Free-Soiler." 

The  disclosure  of  this  remarkable  secret  his- 
tory not  oidy  tlirows  liglit  upon  the  character 
of  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  answers  the  question, 
what  pledges  for  his  future  fidelity  to  his  new 
party  and  to  tlie  whole  country,  is  aliorded 
by  his  past  career,  but  ic  elucidates  auotiier 
question  that  is  occasionally  asked,  and  svhich 
the  future  histori.m  will  have  to  answer: 
"Who  killed  the  Whig  party?"  Mr,  Foote 
saw  that  party  in  its  prosi)erity,  and  he  saw  it 
die.  Its  reciuiem  lias  been  tolled,  and  its 
mourners  yei  go  about  our  streets.  Mr. 
Foote  has  "divulged''^  the  secret  events  tliat 
preceded  \t>  dis.-olution.  lie  helped  Mr.  Fill- 
more to  give  the  bluw  that  prostrated  it  in 
the  Nortli,  and  his  friends  could  testify  that 
they  caught  its  blood.  The  breach  of  confi- 
dence involved  in  his  disclosure  of  State  se- 
crets, comproiuiffing  one  who  had  confided  in 
him,  does  not  necessarily  atfect  the  credibility 
of  the  witness.  Tlie  disclosures  correspond 
with  the  known  facts.  Tliey  were  niacle  in 
tlio  presence  of  many  members  of  Congress, 
and  tliey  have  never,  that  I  am  aware,  been 
contradicted.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  undoubtedly 
unfortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  confidant  in  tiie 
scheme  he  adopted  for  defeating  liis  old  asso- 
ciate.s,  and  sacrificing  the  Wiiigs  of  the  North 
to  [dease  the  Democrats  of  the  South.  Ue 
should  have  remembered  that  there  are  men, 
as  Junius  said  of  Weddeburn,  "whom  even 


treachery  cannot  trust."  But  when  you  re- 
member the  utter  rout  of  the  Whig  pai:ty 
in  1852,  when  Gen.  Scott  obtained  but  42 
electoral  votes,  and  Pierce  25-t,  and  recall 
its  subsequent  dissolution  almost  without  a 
struggle, — to  the  question,  who  killed  the 
Wliig  [larty  i  what  name,  1  ask  you  frankly, 
is  better  entitled  to  tho  credit  than  that  of 
Millard  Fillmore? 

Recurring  again  to  the  subject  of  cZiswHion, 
let  us  ivsk  how  does  Mr.  Fillmore  stand  on  this 
great  question  of  constitutional  right  and  duty  ? 
lie  stands  with  Brooks,  and  Keitt,  and 
Buchanan,  and  Wise,  and  Forsytii.  and  Slidell, 
and  a  host  of  lesser  demagogues,  who  are 
striving  to  arouse  a  sectional  disunion  spirit, 
declaring  that  "if  Fremont  is  elected,  the 
Union  caimot  and  ought  not  to  be  [)reserved." 
He  o[)enly  ju^tifies  disunion  on  the  part  of  tiie 
Nortli  or  South,  if  a  constitutional  majority  of 
the  country  establishes  a  policy  distasteful  to 
the  minority  of  either  side. 

I  know  that  this  assertion  has  been  denied— 
that  Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  who  is  bearding 
the  lion  of  disunion  in  its  den,  recently  declared 
that  if  Mr.  Fdlmore  had  uttered  a  sentiment 
favoring  disunion,  he  would  not  vote  for  him. 
Now  look  at  the  record,  and  see  how,  witli  an 
inexplicable  want  of  delicacy  in  view  of  his 
position  as  a  candidate,  he  predicts  and  coun- 
sels resistance  if  he  is  defeated,  and  his  oppo- 
nent, Mr.  Fremont,  is  elected.  At  Albany,  on 
tliQ  20th  of  June,  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore,  in  a 
public  speech,  declared  that  "  We  now  saw  a 
political  party  presenting  cumWHiitcs  elected  for 
the  first  time  from  the  Free  States  alone.^^ 
This  was  an  extraordinary  misstatement,  and 
one  that  Mr.  Fillmore  had  no  right  to  make, 
for  he  was  bound  to  know  that  in  1828,  the 
candidates  of  the  Wiiig  party  were  John  Quin* 
cy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  for  President,  and 
Kichard  Hush,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice  Pre.si- 
dent;  and  having  perpetrated  tins  gross  histor- 
ical blunder,  he  proceeds  to  found  a  false 
jvssumption  on  his  erroneous  preuuses. 

'•  Can  it  be  possible  that  those  who  are  engaged  in 
snch  a  measure  can  have  seriously  reflected  upon  the 
conseqaeuces  which  must  inevitably  follow,  in  case 
of  success?  [Cheers.]  Can  they  have  the  madness 
or  the  folly  to  believe  that  our  Southern  brethren 
would  submit  to  be  governed  bj-  >;uch  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate ?  [Cheers.]  Suppose  that  the  South  having  a 
majority  of  the  electoral  votes,  should  declare  that 
they  would  only  liave  slaveholders  for  President  and 
Vice-President ;  and  should  elect  such  by  their  exclu- 
sive suffrages  to  rule  over  us  at  the  North '!  do  you 
think  we  would  submit  to  it  ?  No.  not  for  a  moment. 
[.\l)plause.]  And  do  you  believe  that  your  Southern 
brethren  are  less  sensitive  on  this  subject  than  you 
are,  or  less  jealous  of  their  rights  'I " 

That  the  sentiments  here  expressed  were  not 
hastily  conceived  or  carelessly  uttered  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  they  were  deliberately  re-de- 
clared at  Rochester,  and  taking  the  record  of 
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his  own  speeches,  published  by  his  friends,  it 
is  clear  that  no  Southern  secessionist  has  gone 
farther,  and  scarcely  a  Northern  man  has  ever 
before  gone  so  far. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Fillmore  has,  I  think,  done 
injustice  to  the  People  of  tiie  North,  in  (iecl.tr- 
ing  that  we  would  not  submit  in  the  contin- 
gency lie  supposes.  He  shonhl  have  remem- 
bered that  the  loyalty  of  the  North  continued 
unshaken  during  all  his  complicity,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  Chief  of  the 
Whig  pjirty,  with  the  sluveliolding  Demucnioy 
of  the  Soutf)ern  section.  It  endured  patiently 
when  he  signed  the  Fugitive  law,  so  revoking 
to  our  feelings,  and  when  he  issued  his  procla- 
mation and  called  out  the  army  to  assist  in 
catching  slaves  in  Boston. 

No!  the  North  recognize  no  such  doctrine; 
they  hold  to  the  views  expressed  by  the  first 
Chief  Justice,  in  1801,  in  a  letter  to  the  Free- 
holders of  New  York,  in  which,  referring  to 
the  recent,  election  for  President,  in  the  several 
States,  he  said : 

"  They  place  us  in  a  new  situation,  and  render  it 
■proper  for  us  to  consider  what  our  conduct  under  it 
should  be.  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  suggest- 
ing whether  the  patriotic  principles  on  which  we  pro- 
fess to  act  do  not  call  upon  us  to  give  (as  far  as  may 
dep3nd  upon  us)  fair  and  full  effect  to  the  known 
sense  and  intention  of  a  majority  of  the  people  in 
every  constitutional  exercise  of  their  will,  and  to  sup- 
port every  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Country  which  may  prove  to  be  intelligent  and  up- 
right, of  whatever  party  the  persons  composing  it 
may  be." 

One  other  point  in  regard  to  Mr.  Fillmore 
as  a  Presidential  candidate.  Is  it  not  evident 
that  he  cannot  be  elected?  He  is  being 
deserted  both  at  the  North  and  the  South. 
Tiie  Hon.  Ephraim  Marsh,  President  of  the 
National  Convention  by  which  he  was  nomi- 
nated, lias  published  a  very  able  letter,  with 
his  reasons  for  declining  any  longer  to  support 
him.  Mr.  Marsh  says  that  Mr.  Fillmore's 
nomination  was  demanded  by  the  Southern 
members,  and  that  in  that  demand,  American- 
ism was  but  a  secondary  object  to  slavery; 
that  the  North  liaving  yielded,  the  slave  States 
now  find  that  Fillmore  is  less  popular  than 
they  had  believed  with  the  N(U-th,  and  accor- 
dingly they  are  breaking  faitii  with  th.ir 
Nnrihern  associates,  and,  repudiating  their 
nominee,  are  going  over  to  Buchanan.  Mr. 
Marsh  sensibly  asks  whether  the  North  is  to 
adhere  to  a  nomination  made  at  the  demand 
of  the  South,  reluctantly  acquiesced  in  by  the 
North,  and  now  repudiated  by  the  Sonth, 
and  he  answers  as  I  think  j-ou  will  answer — 
no.  Senator  Geyer,  of  .Missouri,  who  lias  gone 
over  to  Buchanan,  declares  that  he  is  "satis- 
fied that  the  contest  is  between  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  Mr.  Fremont ;  that  Mr.  Fillmore  cannot 
podsibly  obtain  more  than  five  States;  and  itj 
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is  by  no  means  certain  that  he  can  carry  at 
single  one."  [ 

Senator  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  savs  that) 
there  is  scarcely  a  struggle  between  Fillmore' 
and  Buchanan.  "Mr.  Fillmore  has  not  thel 
ghost  of  a  ciiance.  *  *  *  If  Buchanan  is  not 
elected,  Fremont  will  be."  ^ 

A  Ciiarleston  paper,  taking  the  same  view 
of  the  matter,  savs  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is  fitrht-i 
ing  his  own  and  Buchanan's  battle;  and  Govh 
ernor  Floyd's  recent  declaration  in  New  York, 
that  there  were  bonds  of  union  between  the 
American  and  Democratic  parties,  accords 
with  sundry  other  indications  tliat  the  Fill-I 
more  ticket  is  kept  in  the  field  mainly  to  dis^ 
tract  the  Republican  vote,  and  to  insure  tht 
success  of  tlie  slavery  candidate.  I 

To  vote  for  Fillmore,  then,  is  to  vote  for  a 
Soutiiern  candidate,  whom  the  South  reject— i 
who  does  not  ••epresent  the  views  and  feelings- 
of  the  North,  whose  election  is  all  but  hope- 
less, and  every  vote  for  whom,  by  a  voter  op- 
pose<l  to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  tht 
establishment  of  piracy,  is,  in  reality,  a  vot« 
tor  Buchanan — a  vote  for  the  Cincinnati  plat{ 
form  and  for  the  candidate  of  the  Romisll 
church.  To  every  member  of  the  Americar; 
party,  who,  under  this  state  of  things,  intend; 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Fillmore,  may  be  appropriate!), 
addressed,  with  slight  alteration,  the  words  oj 
Pope  P:iul  to  the  Duke  of  Guise  when  leaving 
Italy: — "Go,  then,  and  take  with  you  the 
satisfaction  of  having  done  little  for  your  |)artyi 
less  iov  your  country,  and  nothing  for  you> 
own  honor." 

There  have  been  recent  rumors  of  a  plai 
among  the  Fillmore  and  Buchanan  leaders  t<J 
trade  off  the  votes  of  the  respective  parties  in 
su[)port  of  a  Union  ticket,  to  compass  th« 
defeat  of  Fremont  —  so  that  Democrats,  fo; 
reigners,  and  Romanists,  stiall  be  made  tc 
elect  candidates  pledged  to  Know  Nothingistt 
and  Protestantism  ;  and  those  who  hold  to  th( 
principles  of  the  American  party  shall  assist  t< 
elect  the  opponents  of  their  views,  and  th< 
revilers  of  their  principles  and  motives,  j 
tliink  that  those  who  suppose  the  people  can 
be  bought  and  sold  at  the  pleasure  of  theij 
leaders,  will  soon  find  their  mistake.  Burke 
in  an  extraordinary  figure,  that  a  lesser  oratof 
would  not  have  dared  to  use,  described  tliit 
ill-assorted  meuibers  of  Lord  Chatham's  cabii 
net  as  "  pigiring  totrether  in  the  same  truckle' 
bed."  And  here  it  is  proposed  to  drive  th« 
Fillmoreites  and  Buccaneers,  North  and  South 
into  one  pen,  and  make  them  vote  as  they  an 
bidden.  The  politicians  who  have  suggested 
this  ingenious  device,  may  have  found  it  &i 
easy  thing  to  buy  over  a  convention,  or  t^ 
corrupt  a  Cimgress,  but  they  may  learn,  at 
Lord  Noi'th  and  the  Tories  learnt,  before  them; 
that  it  is  alike  useless  and  dangerous  to  triflt 


18 


with  the  honesty  of  the  masses,  or  to  resist 
the  will  of  au  united  people, 

Jo     TIIK   KEI'UBLICAN    PAHTT    AND    ITS    LEADER. 

^^    It  is  pleasant,  gentlemen,  to  turn  from  the^e 
'. sclieiius  for  sliiverv  extensinn,  tu  trliinoe  at  the 
,^-kfpLiblicun  party,  that  has  >prunn  into  exist- 
.^nee,  like  tlie  nrinfil  Minerva,  from  the  hrain  i 
•jDf  Jove — beaiitifiil  in  its  proportions,  and  ter- I 
",rible   in   its   strenjjth — with   the  pnncii)led  ofl 
.Washin^'t'.n  and  the  Fathers  f.-r  its  cliart,  and  | 
^,'  the  piUlitinder  of  empire"  to  bear  aloft  it.>  | 

*  Jtandard.  ' 
,  The  platform  of  the  Republicans,  as  adopted  ] 
\^t  Philadelpiiia  on  tlie  18tli  of  .hiiie,  1656,  is 

,»t  once  so  simple  and  compichensive  as  to 
J  idmit  all  Americans,  who  are  in  favor  of  re- 
^^torinj:  tiie  Government  to  the  principles  of 
jAVashiiigton,  and  putting  a  final  stop  to  tlie  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  witlioiit  coniproinifiing  their 
individual  preferences,  on  the  other  |)olitical 
.  juestions  whicii  naturally  exist  in  our  frovern- 
jiienr,  hut  which  are,  for  the  time,  oversha- 
,  lowed  by  this  paramount  is-ne. 

•  Tlie  Republican  party  holds  that  an  adher- 
^snce  to  the  principles  of  the  Fatiiers,  and   tlie 

Declaration  of  Indepemlence — which  the  siiam 
'jiemocracy  of  the  day  ridicules  as  a  tis>ue  of 
flittering  >oundiiig  L'eneraliiies — is  essential  ti< 
phe  pre>ervation  ot  our  liepublican  institu- 
i,:ions,  of  tiie  Federal  Constitution,  of  the  rights 
')f  the  people,  and  the  union  of  the  States.  It 
^eiues  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  of  any 
^territorial  Icirislalure,  or  ot  any  association  of 
-.ndividuals,  t<)  establish  slavery  in  the  terri- 
^.ories,  and  claims  that  it  is  tlie  riglit  and  the 
^uiy  ot  Congress  to  jirohibit,  in  the  territories, 
jvhose  twin  relics  of  barhnrism — slavery  and 
polygamy.  It  arraigns  the  Pierce  administra- 
"ion  before  the  country  and  the  world  for  ihe 
(jriines  it  has  instigated  and  perpetrated  against 
j^arisas.  It  declares  that  Kansas  should  be 
.^idmitted  as  a  free  Staie.  with  its  present  Free 
^Staie  Constitution  ;  and,  having  thus  declared 
jts  policy  at  home,  it  denounces  the  highway- 
. nan's  plea,  that  might  makes  right,  as  declared 
vii  the  Osteiid  circular,  as  unworthy  of  Ameri- 
jpan  diplomacy. 

J  Is  there  a  single  point  in  tliat  jilatform  to 
(Hrhicli  you  cannot  heariily  sub>crii)e?  Do 
,,?ou  find  there  anything  that  coiitlicls  with  the 
j'ighls  of  the  80U1I1,  with  the  duties  of  the 
JJorth,  or  with  the  proper  harmony  of  the 
^nion  ?  For  myself,  1  believe  tiuxt  the 
jriumph  of  these  jirinciples — making  it  a  fixed 
j'act  for  all  coming  time,  that  slavery  ^hall  not 
jje  extended  beyond  its  present  limits — can 
|ilone  (piiet  the  country,  and  secure  tlie  stabil- 
ity and  repose  of  the  lwci<uhlic.  If  the  strug- 
ijle  is  not  now  ended,  it  will  undoubtedly  con- 
»^Due.      Tiie   election  of  liuchanan,   and    the 


triumph  of  slavery,  would  be  not  a  settlement, 
Ijiit  only  a  postponement  of  the  question. 

Such  are  the  princii)les  of  the  Republicans, 
which  thev  have  not  invented  in  Cinciunali,  nor 
imported  from  Ustend,  but  which  they  tiiid  ia 
the  writings  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Republic, 
and  in  the  Con-titution,  that  they  ordained 
for  the  establishment  of  liberty  and  justice. 
Such  is  the  platform — now  for  the  candidate. 

With  the  history  of  Fhemont,  every  reading 
American  is  familiar.  Before  he  was  thirty 
years  old,  he  had  explored  tiie  basin  of  the 
upi>er  Mississippi,  and  the  juisses  of  the  Rocky 
.\loui, tains,  from  the  frontier  of  Missouri  to 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  lie  had  fixed  iha 
locality  and  <'haracter  of  the  ])ass  through 
which  tliousands  are  pressing  to  Clalit'ornia; 
had  defined  the  geography  an<l  geology  of  the 
conmry,  and  designated  the  points  froiij  which 
the  liag  of  the  Union  now  waves  from  a  chain 
of  fortresses  in  the  wilderness.  His  report, 
printeil  by  the  Senate,  was  translated  into  for- 
eign languages,  and  his  name  was  enrolled  by 
the  S'lviuiH  ot  Europe  among  the  great  geogra- 
|)hers  of  the  world. 

Before  the  age  of  thirty-five,  he  had  become, 
in  the  laiurnage  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  "' the  Con- 
(jueror  of  California,"  and  had  assisted  to  erect 
that  territory  into  a  Free  State.  At  thirty- 
seven,  he  was  elected,  by  its  legislature,  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  where  tie  faith- 
fully maintained  lier  rights  and  advanced  her 
interests;*  and  now,  at  the  tige  of  forty-three, 
he  is  the  candidate,  less  of  a  convention  than 
of  the  iieo|)le — thn  chosen  candidate  of  free- 
dom, for  the  highest  office  in  the  people's  gift. 

Since  his  nominaiion,  slander  has  been  busy 
with  his  name,  and  invention  has  been  tor- 
tured to  create  distrust  in  his  integrity.  But 
go  back  a  little,  to  a  time  when  he  stood  in 
the  way  of  no  i)olitical  aspirants;  search  the 
records  of  Congress,  ami  you  will  find  the 
highest  testimony  to  the  ability,  prudence,  and 
integrity  of  Fremont,  from  many  of  tlio.-e  who 
are  now  in  the  ranks  of  his  o|)ponents.  Not 
■nly  from  Mr.  BrcHANAN,  and  from  Calhoun, 
but  from  Radgeu,  of  North  Carolina,  Clay- 
1  ton,  of  Delaware,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Chit- 
j  TENUKN,  of  Kentucky,  Cass,  of  Michigan,  Bux- 
LEU.  of  South  Carolina,  Dix,  of  New-York, 
Atchison,  of  Missouri,  Rusk,  Baguy,  and 
Benton. 

Let  me  quote  to  you  the  opinion  entertained 
of  Fremont  by  one   of  the   oldest  sialesmea 


♦  Tlie  California  Chronicle  says  that  "  durinp  Fremont's 
brief  nervice  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  he  introduced  and  udvo. 
cate<l  1"  |i09t-roiiles,  and  IS  "ther  bills  for  the  beiiefll  of 
Californi!!  ;  a  liill  for  the  Pacific  wiigon-road,  and  ojiposed 
pro|Misitions  li>  tax  niining  claims:  advocate<l  free  labor; 
and  if  lie  had  c  Miiinu^d  at  his  post,  California  wouli;  thil 
day  be  further  advanced  in  all  the  essentials  of  Slate  pros- 
perity, than  twenty  years  of  Gwin  anil  Weller,  with  all  their 
political  machinery,  could  bring  aboul." 
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of  the  country,  the  Honorable  and  venerable 
JosiAn  QciNCY,  who,  from  liis  retirement,  ad- 
dresses words  of  counsel  to  liis  fellow-country- 
men :  "I  believe  Idin,"  says  Mr.  Qnincy,  "to 
t)e  a  man  as  much  marked  out  by  Provi(ience 
for  the  present  exigency  of  our  nation,  as 
Wasliinffton  was  for  tliat  of  our  American 
•Revnhition.  He  comes  from  whence  great 
men  usually  come,  from  the  inass  of  tlie  peo- 
ple— nursed  in  difficulties,  practiced  in  sur- 
mounting them;  wise  in  counsel,  full  of  re- 
source, self-po<sessed  in  dang-r ;  fearless,  and 
foremost  in  every  useful  enterprise;  unexcep- 
tionable in  morals,  with  an  intellect  elevated 
by  nature  and  cultivated  in  laborious  fields  of 
duty — I  trust  he  is  destined  to  save  this  Union 
from  dissolution,  to  restore  the  Constitution 
to  its  original  purity,  and  to  relieve  that  in- 
strument which  Wasiiitigton  de.-igned  for  the 
pre>ervation  and  eidargeinent  of  freedom,  tri>m 
being  any  longer  perverted  to  the  muliiplica- 
tion  of  Slave  States  and  the  extension  of 
slavery." 

Such  has  been  the  general  conviction  of  his 
merits  and  his  popularity  throutrhout  the 
country,  that  there  are  reasons  tor  supposing 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  persistent  oppo- 
sition to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Comjiro- 
mise.  he  itiight  have  been  selected  by  Gover- 
nor Floyd  and  his  friends,  as  the  Presidential 
canilidate  of  the  Democratic  j)arty. 

If  is  better  as  it  is.  He  occupies  his  true 
posiiiou  at  the  head  of  the  par'y  of  constitu- 
tional freedom,  re.-isting  the  violation  of  com- 
pacts, and  the  extension  of  slavery. 

The  hour  for  a  change  has  come,  and  with 
the  hour  appears  the  man.  The  country  de- 
mands a  change  not  only  of  policy  but  of 
rulers. 

AVe  want  no  longer  men  who  have  made 
politics  a  trade — wiio  liave  grown  gray  in 
party  traces — who  in  the  pursuit  of  office 
Lave  veered  from  Federalism  to  Democracy, 
from  Democracy  to  Slavery  and  Buccaneering, 
and  who  now  merge  principles  and  ideality  in 
the  Cincinnati  Platform; — nor  do  we  want 
one  vvlio  has  plunged  from  abolitioni-m  into 
slave-catching,  and  from  slave-catching  by  a 
natural  transition,  I  cannot  call  it  a  descent, 
into  sectionalism,  and  disunioiiism — viewing 
the  while  wiih  cold  indilFerence  the  sacri- 
fice of  freedom  and  the  wrongs  of  Kansas. 
Our  people  demand  one  whose  heart  beats 
responsive  to  their  own — who  unites  the  gen- 
erous enthusiasm  of  youth,  with  the  matured 
vigor  and  wisdom  of  matdiood. 

They  need  one  who  has  given  a  guarantee 
in  the  past  for  his  career  in  the  future — one 
whose  identity  and  individuality  is  stamped 
upon  his  life — who  fears  not  to  avow  in  out- 
spoken words,  his  manly  principles,  and  who 
would  scorn  to  become  the  padlocked  plank 
of  a  platform,  or  the  pliant  puppet  of  a  party. 


The  day  approaches  when  you  are  to  dd 
your  part  towards  determining  the  question 
of  America  free,  or  America  slave.  One 
of  the  famous  laws  promulgated  by  Solon  for* 
tiie  governance  of  the  Athenians,  declared 
dishonored  and  disfranciiised  every  citizen 
who  in  a  civil  sedition  stood  aloof  and  took! 
])art  with  neither  side.  Here,  gentlemen,  the 
very  government  is  in  rebellion  against  the 
Constitution  and  the  people,  and  Kansas  looks 
to  you  to  free  her  from  its  tyrannic  grasp. 
Remember  the  dignity  of  your  position — pon- 
der the  imiiortance  of  your  vote.  Upon  the 
ballots  cast  in  your  quiet  village  may  depend 
the  future  of  the  Re[)ublic — the  destiny  of  the 
confnent. 

Tiie  issue  is  the  broad  one  of  Freedom  and 
Slavery.  All  other  issues  are  for  the  time 
ab.-orbed  in  this,  and  personal  animosities 
and  prejudices  should  disappear  before  a  com- 
mon danger,  as  in  the  early  days  of  the  Re- 
public. Shall  our  constitutional  liberties  be  pre- 
served ?  Sliall  tlie  mission  of  the  country  be  ac- 
complished ?  Shall  peace  and  freedom  showei 
tlieir  Ijlessinss  over  (mr  Western  territories  1 
or  shall  club-law  rule  at  Washington?  Shall 
honorable  murderers  stalk  unputiished  in  the 
caf)ital?  Shall  a  military  despotism  trample 
the  life-blood  from  our  territories,  and  an  ar- 
rogant oligarchy  of  slave  masters  rule  as  with 
the  plantation- whip,  twenty  millions  of  Amer- 
ican ciiizeiis? 

Tliat  is  the  issue.  It  concerns  not  only  th< 
Nortii,  but  the  South,  where  an  immense  ma- 
jority of  non-slaveholders  are  now  shorn  of 
their  rights  by  the  exacting  influence  of  slavery. 

Ours  is  no  sectional  party.  It  is  boundec 
by  no  geographic  lines.  We  belii-ve  with 
Burke,  that  virtue  does  not  depend  on  climate 
or  degrees.  We  fight  not  against  a  section, 
but  a  class;  not  against  a  people,  but  a  system 
Our  leader  is  one  whom  the  South  has  de- 
lighted to  honor,  and  it  should  not  be  forgottei 
that  to  South  Carolina,  that  gave  birtli  to  j 
Brooks,  whom  the  House  of  Representative! 
spurned  as  the  assassin-like  assailant  of  Oliarle 
Sunmer — to  the  same  South  Carolina  belong! 
the  credit  of  having  reared  Fkemont,  whom,  b] 
God's  blessing,  we  hope  to  install  as  theconstita 
tional  defender  of  the  liberties  of  the  Country 

Our  0|)ponents  wouhi  have  us  believe  that 
insteati  of '"Fremont  and  victory,"  we  are  on 
tlie  verge  of  a  defeat.  VViiether  vit^tory  o 
defeat  await  us,  duty  is  ours,  consequences  an 
God's;  and  I  have  long  regarded  the  battl* 
for  freedom  in  America  as  one  that  we  are  t( 
wage  steadfastly,  if  not  hopefully,  while  lifi 
la-<ts,  preserving  untarnislied  the  weapons  ol 
our  fathers,  and  bequeathing  them,  unrusted 
to  our  sons.  Stand  by  the  principles  of  th. 
Declaration  of  Independence,  whose  irresist 
ible  point  and  divine  temper  converted  rebel 
lion  into  revolution — contend,  as  your  father 
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rjeOntended   for   "  tub  rigrts   of  htman  na- 

'.TURB." 

Notliin£»,  it  is  said,  can  be  more  uncor- 
J^tain  tlmri  tlie  near  tiiture  of  American  poli- 
.tios.  Men'-  jiuljjiUHUts  in  such  ca«es,  are  njitu- 
iirally  biaseii  by  their  wi-hes,  and  inriiienced, 
•perhaps,  more  or  less,  by  the  [treddMiinancy 
iof  one  party  or  atiother  in  tlieir  own  in-iirh- 

•  borhood.  The  Keic  Orleans  Delta,  revit-wiiii^ 
'.i"rotn  that  far  corner  tiie  whole  country,  de- 
I'dares  that  parry  leaders,  ennatied  with  tiie 
,- oaves  and  ti>hes,  have  culpably  kept  then)  in 
;)gnorrtnce  of  the  real  stren(,'th  of  the  Kepnbli- 
l'5aQ  party,  which,  it  says,  threatens  to  swallow 
»ip  every  other  in  the  North  as  the  rod  of 
-Mo-es  swallowed  up  those  of  tiie  Eirypiians. 

•^t  admits  that  the  K<-publicaii  parry  has  in- 
i^reRsed,  is  increasing,  and  is  iMt  likely  to  be 
,Uminished,  a  fact  that,  it  remarks,  has  just 
1  |>okeu  with  8.000  voices  in  Iowa.  15,000  in 
ijVeriiinnt,  and  20.000  in  Maine,  with  Bl  lir,  a 
Ij'VeMuinter,  from  a  Slave  Siate,  and  that  these, 
iis  sif^ns  of  the  time-J.  posses-  the  utr7iost  signi- 
);CHnce.  [t  rendiids  its  reailers  tliatlike  causes 
j'roduce  like  etlects,  and  if  anticipates  a  similar 
;  esnlt  in  all  of  the  Free  States. 
\\  There  are  two  disturbing  causes  that  may 
j::revent  this  result:  one,  tlie  dece[)iion  tliat 
.-as  been  practi-ed  by  the  Democratic  leaders 
h  some  of  tlie  States  in  pretending  to  be  op 
I'osed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  the 
icelief  which  they  have  been  sncce— fill  in  pro- 
;;;agaring,  that  the  rights  invidved  in  the  Mis- 
rJiiri  Compromise  have  been  deli^iitely  dispo- 
i-jd  of  by  its  repeal,  whereas  it  is  the  very 
^oe-tion,  in  an  intensified  firm,  that  is  now  di- 
cJCtly  put  by  the  people  of  Kans;id  to  the  poo- 
le  of  the  United  Slates. 

;  It  i;  no  longer,  shall  slavery  be  permitted  to 
'a.<?a  the  line  of  30^  30'  quietly  and  under  the 
iDCiioii  of'  popular  sovereiirnty  V  but,  shall  it 

•  ^  permitted  to  pass  that  line  by  the  aid  of 
k'audulent  elections,  a  lawless  executive  and 
Corrupt  judiciary,  by  the  connivance  of  the 
■tjderal  Government  and  the  power  of  the 
j.ederal  arm,  trampling  upon  the  C^msiitution 
/  the  United  States,  the  sovereignty  «>f  Kan- 
|>»9,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  i>t  its  people  ? 
■j-The  blood  already  spilt  in  consequence  of 
jie  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compact,  <hips  from 
(He  liands  o^  every  man  wlio  aided  that  breach 
.I*'  faith.     But  he   who  now    votes  for  either 
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I  Buchanan,  who  endorses,  or  for  Fillmore,  who 
I  by  his  silence  approves,  the  eticroachment  of 
slavery  upon  Kansas,  not  only  incurs,  with  the 
original  repealer  of  the  compact,  the  ancient 
curse,  •'  Cursed  be  he  thtit  removeth  his  neigh- 
bar's  Jatidinark.  And  all  the  people  shall  say^ 
I  AMKX,"  hut  he  assumes  the  responsibility  of 
all  the  blood  that  is  destined  to  water  the 
plains  of  Kansas,  if  the  slave  power  is  now 
su[)ported  in  ts  attempt  to  force  slavery  upoa 
that  consecrated  suil. 

The  other  disturbing  cause  is  the  power 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  men  whose  prin- 
ciples allow  them  to  approve  the  election 
frauds  perpetrated  in  Kansas,  and  who  may 
be  ready  to  repeat  tlie  experiment  nearer 
home.  With  a  certain  class  of  poliiiciana, 
the  importation  of  illeiral  votes  and  other 
frauds  upon  the  purity  of  elections,  seem  to  be 
regarded  as  venial  otfeiices,  if  not  actually  en- 
titling them  to  the  gratitude  of  their  parly, 
when,  in  truth,  no  act  of  treason  can  strike 
more  directly  at  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
and  the  stability  of  the  Keimblic. 

Looking  at  our  future  prospects,  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  peojile  of  the  slave  States 
also  are  awakening  t(»  a  knowledge  of  their 
strength  and  a  remembrance  of  their  right 
and  truest  interest.  Not  only  Missouri,  but 
Virginia  too,  are  preparing  to  throw  off  the  in- 
solent dominiition  of  the  slave  power,  and  the 
manly  spirit  shown  by  Prof.  Iledrick,  of  South 
Carolina,  in  avowing  his  principles,  and  prefer- 
ence for  Fremont,  is  an  indication  thai  tne  Reign 
of  Terror,  which  banishes  booksellers,  silences 
I)resses,  and  gags  all  expression  of  anti-slavery 
sentiment,  will  soon  sutler  interruption. 

Tyranny  and  treachery,  though  they  may 
prosper  for  awhile,  irresistibly  sow  the  seeds 
of  their  own  destruction,  and  if  weave  but  true 
to  ourselves,  true  to  the  princi[)les  of  our 
fathers,  true  to  the  historic  associations  that 
duster  about  our  soil,  let  us  trust  that  we  shall 
-oon  restore  freedom  to  Kansas  and  quiet  to 
the  Union,  and  let  us  resolve  and  re-resolve 
never  to  falter  in  our  course  until  we  have 
placed  the  Fedend  Government  on  the  side 
of  Freedom,  and  re-inaugurated  that  olden 
l)i)licv  of  Washiiiirton  ami  Jefferson,  by  which 
they  "ordained  that  throughout  the  wide  extent 
of  ()nr  Western  Territories  "the  sun  should  not 
rise  upon  a  master,  nor  set  upon  a  sla  e." 
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